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The Journal is published annually by the Rockingham County 
Historical Society, Inc., Box 84, Wentworth, NC 27375. Members of the 
society, for which the annual dues are $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 
for a family membership, receive the Journal. Beginning with the June 
1997 issue of the Journal, individual copies may be purchased for $6.00 
per number plus $2.00 mailing charge. A price list of back issues and 
other publications is available upon request. 


Editorial Policy 


The publication committee is interested in receiving articles on the 
history and genealogical source materials of Rockingham County and the 
adjacent area. The historical articles must be well written and thoroughly 
documented. Genealogical articles should consist of previously 
unpublished primary source materials pertaining to Rockingham County, 
such as abstracts of local records and edited diaries, letters or church 
records. Papers on family history should not be submitted. All copy, 
including footnotes, should be typed, double-spaced. Articles and 
correspondence should be sent to the Editor: Robert W. Carter, Jr., 1141. 
Irvin Farm Road, Reidsville, NC 27320. 


About The Cover 


The Morehead-Mebane house in the Spray section of Eden was 
built in varying stages in the mid to late nineteenth century. The rear 
portion was built ca. 1838 by Gov. John Motley Morehead about the time 
he erected the Leaksville Cotton Mill. His son J. Turner Morehead built 
the front section and the house later became the residence of Turner’s 
daughter Lily C. Morehead and her husband B. Frank Mebane. The house 
partially burned in 1969 and was demolished in the early 1970’s. 

Sketch Courtesy of Historical Collections Room, 
Rockingham Community College, 
Wentworth, North Carolina 
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Gov John Motley Morehead 


He was born in Pittsylvania Co, Va., 04 Jul 1796. He was the second 
child and first son born to John Morehead and Obedience Motley. His father 
moved in 1798 to Rockingham Co, NC just south of his previous home. 

He was tutored by Thomas Settle and attended the school of Dr. David 
Caldwell, was graduated at the University of North Carolina, 1817 with a AB. In 
1837 he was awarded a AM. He was a tutor there 1817-18, after his graduation. 
He would be a member of the board of trustees of UNC in 1828-1866. He 
studied law under Archibald D. Murphy and was admitted to the bar in 1819, and 
located near Wentworth, Rockingham Co, NC. He represented Rockingham 
county in the state legislature in 1821. Later that year he married Ann Eliza 
Lindsay and moved to Guilford Co, NC and represents them in the House in 
1826-27, as a Whig and governor of North Carolina for two terms, 1841-45. His 
marriage bond was dated 25 August 1821 but he did not marry until 6 September 
1821. 

Governor Morehead bought Blandwood in 1827 and lived there until his death in 
1866. Blandwood was initially constructed as a two-story, four-room frame 
farmhouse in 1790's. It was named for its builder Charles Bland in 1822. Henry 
Humphreys, Morehead's stepfather-in-law, bought Blandwood. Henry 
Humphrey married Letita Harper Lindsay the widow mother of Gov Morehead’s 
wife around 1820. Henry Humphrey built a cotton mill in Guilford Co., Mount 
Hecla Mill around 1818 and later reopened the mill in the late 1820;s, The mill 
was run by steam. Morehead must have seen the potential but the need for more 
economical water power. In 1831 he bought from Barnett the land that Spray 
was later built on and half interest in the Barnett mill. By 1833 he advertised in 
the Greensboro Patriot, "our great saw and oil mills are all in exceeding fine, and 
in full operation. so also are our carding machines, cotton gin, and Blacksmith 
shop, ready to dispatch all kind of work daily.” By 1838 he had built the 
Leaksville Cotton Mill. 


James Turner Morehead 


He was the seventh child and second son of Governor John Morehead 
and Eliza Lindsay. He was born in Greensboro on 13 Aug 1840, the same day 
his father was elected Governor of the state of NC. He was reared in the NC 
Governor’s Mansion and Morehead’s fine home in Greensboro, with fine 
qualities of head and heart. While he was naturally gifted as a fine leader and 
inventor, he was a courteous man who had an affectionate disposition. He was 
an industrialist and a financier, but first and foremost he was a scientist. He was 
descended from the same engineering stock which produced James Watt who 
invented the steam engine in 1765. 
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James Turner Morehead (1840-1908) was son of Gov. John Motley 
Morehead and following his father’s death in 1866 took over the operation of the 
Leaksville Cotton Mill which he expanded over the years. He and his son John 
Motley Morehead III were involved in the discovery of calcium carbide in Spray 
(now Eden) during the 1890’s. 

Courtesy, Historical Collections Room 
Rockingham Community College 
Wentworth, North Carolina 
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He entered school at UNC in 1857 and graduated in 1861 in a tie for first 
in his class, three months ahead of the regular graduation time, so that all but two 
of the graduates, two disabled students, of the 36 member class could join the 
Confederate Army. 

He enlisted as a Lieutenant 2nd Class on 20 April 1861 at the age of 21. 
Commissioned in Company B, 27th Infantry Regiment North Carolina on 20 
April 1861. He was promoted to Full Lieutenant 1st Class on 15 October 1861 
under Brigadier General Beverly H. Robertson and saw active service in eastern 
North Carolina. About April 1862 he left this regiment when it was reorganized. 
In May 1863, he reported to J. E. B. Stuart, Major General Commanding 
Cavalry, 63rd Regiment or 5th Cavalry Co D, then in October 1862 he was made 
Regiment adjutant. That was in same Regiment that Peter G. Evans, his brother- 
in-law, was a leader in. He was part of the Calvary screen covering General 
Lee's invasion of Maryland and Pa. and served as a rear and flank guard after the 
Battle of Gettysburg. He was wounded at Bristoe Station Campaign, on 11 
October 1863. He was left for dead on the battlefield but later was found and 
sent to the Richmond hospital where he was admitted on 13 October 1863. His 
wound was a gunshot to the mouth, that caused him to lose teeth and jaw bone. 
He was furloughed for 60 days on 31 October but did not return to this regiment. 
When recovered he was retired to the Invalid Corps on 19 October 1864 and 
assigned to duty as Provost Marshal of Post at Greensboro, NC and paroled there 
on | May 1865. 

On 6 Dec 1864 he married Mary Elizabeth Kerr Connally, the daughter 
of Thomas Dickson Connally and Frances Lewis Kerr of Tennessee. 

Shortly after the end of the War, his dad died without a will and the 
Leaksville Cotton Mill was divided between him, his brother and two sisters. He 
got 1/3, Col John Lindsay Morehead got 1/3, Letitia Harper 'Hannah' Morehead 
Walker got 1/6 and Ann Eliza Morehead Evans got 1/6. He took over the 
management of the Leaksville Cotton Mills and devoted the greater part of his 
future life to manufacturing. He would later build the Leaksville Woolen Mill. 

He was elected to the State Senate from the district of which 
Rockingham County was a part in 1870 and again in 1872. He was a member of 
the constitutional convention of 1875. He was always conservative, but was 
strong, fearless, and determined. Now he left politics and applied himself to the 
industrial world centered aroursd Spray, NC, his home. 

He was instrumental in trying to develop the NC Midland RR. He was a 
member of the syndicate known as the North Carolina Construction Company, 
which built the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railroad, and together with other 
men of means, lost his fortune in the enterprise. 

In 1891 Major Morehead, convinced Thomas Willson (1860-1915) of 
Canada to relocate the Willson Aluminum Company, formed in 1890, to Spray. 
The move was for the purpose of manufacturing aluminum, by using the power 
of the Smith River to make electricity to run an electric arc furnace that could 
produce very hot temperatures. He made a deal with Willson to build a plant to 
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produce Aluminum from Aluminum ore. The plant was never successful in 
producing economical Aluminum as he was never able to make more than a few 
globules of aluminum. He then tried to make calcium, a more chemically active 
metal and then use the calcium to produce alumina. On May 2, 1892 a new 
mixture, of quicklime and coal tar, was tried and when they tried to cool it by 
putting it in a bucket of water, they got a carbon based gas rather than Hydrogen. 
This compound was tested and found to be Calcium carbide that when mixed 
with water produced acetylene gas. At that time there was no use for either 
product. Not only did they come up with a way of producing Calcium Carbide, 
but later also a practical alloy, chromium. It was chromium that was used for 
making hardened steel for amour plating and amour penetrating shells used in the 
Spanish War. Willson left in the fall of 1893 and moved to New York and the 
company was bankrupt. 

In August 1894 they sold their patents for the use of acetylene in lighting 
to the Electrogas Company, but kept the rights for chemical manufacturing. By 
borrowing money, Morehead was able to build in August 1894 a new plant in 
Spray, the first commercial calcium carbide plant in America. They sold the first 
ton of calcium carbide to Eimer and Amend, a chemical and apparatus supply 
firm in New York. Morehead hired a chemist, Guillaume de Chalmont, to help to 
improve the process and look for new compounds. By May of 1895 the plant 
with a new double arc furnace that was operating around the clock. In March 
1896 the plant had a disastrous fire when the person watching the furnace fell 
asleep during the night. Morehead was out of money and had to sell the rights to 
the water power and cotton mills and seek another place to continue his 
manufacturing process. By June, he had raised enough money to rebuild the plant 
in Spray and start a new one on the James River. He was limited in Spray by 
being only able to use the water power in Spray when the new owners of the 
cotton mill, his son-in-law B. Frank Mebane, would allow. 

He built a plant with five time more capacity on the James River by 
making use of an abandon canal near Lynchburg, Va and then an even larger 
plant at Kanawha Falls, W.V. about 1899 and in 1901 he erected a wooden dam 
to make ferro-alloys on the Kanawha River. In 1898 the Union Carbide Co. was 
created in Virginia with primary finance from people in Chicago. The 
Electro-Gas Co was acquired by Peoples Gas Light and Coke Co. In 1900 the 
Union Carbide was capitalized with its main office in Chicago. In 1917, Union 
Carbide & Carbon Co was incorporated in New York from four companies, one 
was Union Carbide Co. In 1906 Morehead sold his interest in Willson Aluminum 
Co. to the new Union Carbide Co., an outgrowth of the Electrogas Company. 

In 1897, Morehead and Guillaume de Chalmont produced America's first 
commercial high-carbon ferrochrome, and furnished it to steel manufacturers for 
use in Spanish-American War. At his death he made enough money mostly on 
production of chromium that allowed him to pay off all of his debts and left a 
considerable amount of money for his wife and family. He demonstrated the 
commercial and practical possibilities of the electric arc in melting metals and 
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Mary Elizabeth “Lily” Connally (1842-1917), daughter of Thomas 
Dickson and Frances Kerr Connally of Tennessee, married Col. J. Turner 
Morehead on 19 April 1864. Their children included John Motley 
Morehead III (1870-1965) and Lily Connally Morehead (1869-1943) who 
married B. Frank Mebane (1865-1926). It was Mebane who greatly 
expanded the number of textile mills in Spray from 1896-1905. 

Courtesy, Mrs. Lily Harris Keeling 

Danville, Virginia 
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B. Frank Mebane (1865-1926), Spray industrialist who married J. Turner 
Morehead’s daughter Lily in 1893. The Mebanes resided in the former J. 
Turner Morehead house “As You Like It” in the Spray section of present 
day Eden. 
Courtesy, Mrs. Lily Harris Keeling 
Danville, Virginia 


Lily Morehead Mebane (1869-1943), wife of B. Frank Mebane, in a 
peasant’s costume presented to her by her friend Queen Marie of 
Romania. Lily was the sister of John Motley Morehead III. 
Courtesy, Mrs. Warwick Aiken 
Eden, North Carolina 


received several patents for this process. This capability brought honor to him 
from such persons as Lord Kelvin, and Professor Vivian B Lewes, professor of 
chemistry at the Royal Naval College in Greenwich, England. He was the 
founder and president of the company that developed into Union Carbide. 

The company, Union Carbide Company, that Morehead developed and 
incorporated in 1898 in Va. and 1900 in Chicago, let out rights to build carbide 
producing plants. Two of these plants became successful, the one at Sault Ste. 
Marie, Michigan and the one at Niagara Falls, NY. By 1900, the capital stock 
stood at $6 million and was financed by some wealthy people from Chicago 
where it was incorporated. In addition to making calcium carbide, the company 
developed America's first commercial high-carbon ferrochrome process, 
developed by Morehead in the late 1890's with a metal alloying business acquired 
in 1906. This company created a line of metals composed of iron and one or 
more other metals, known in the industry as ferroalloys. Union Carbide's 
low-carbon ferrochrome, for example, was a precursor to making of modern 
stainless steel. 

Although Morehead sold his interest in 1906, the present Union Carbide 
& Carbon Corp. (UCC) was formed in 1917 from the combination of four 
companies: Union Carbide Co., Linde Air Products Co. (incorporated in 1907 
and supplier of Oxygen and other gases), National Carbon Co, Inc. (incorporated 
1899 maker of batteries), and Prest-O-Lite Co., Inc. (incorporated 1913 major 
competitors of Union Carbide and maker of acetylene gas headlights for 
automobiles) 

Union Carbide was formed to manufacture calcium carbide, which was 
used for lighting and production of metal alloys. When the lighting was replaced 
by Edison and the electric bulb, the company was saved by a French researcher 
that discovered that acetylene could be burned in oxygen to produce a hot, 
metal-cutting flame. Later, calcium carbide would become the raw materials for 
production of plastics, synthetic rubber, fibers, solvents, explosives, styrofoam, 
antifreeze, and industrial chemicals. 


There is a medal given out annually by International Acetylene Assoc. since 
1922 that is named the "James Turner Morehead" in honor of the person who 
sponsored the experiments which led to the discovery of the modern 
Electric-furnace method of producing calcium carbide that makes acetylene gas. 


John Motley Morehead, Ill 


He was the forth child and only boy of James Turner Morehead and 
Mary Elizabeth Kerr Connally the daughter of Thomas Dickson Connally and 
Frances Lewis Kerr. He went to primary school in Rockingham County, 
Moravian Boys School in Salem, and the prep school at Bingham Military 
School in Mebane, NC. He graduated from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill in 1891 with the degree of BS and later they awarded him a LL D in 
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1926. He also received a LL D from Davidson College in 1956 and Doctor of 
Engineering from Wake Forest College in 1944 and in 1944, a D Sc. Upsala U., 
the oldest and most celebrated university of Sweden. 

He became a chemist for the Willson Aluminum Company, which 
Thomas L. Willson and Morehead's father had founded to try a new process to 
produce aluminum. In May of 1892, while he and his father were experimenting 
to find an inexpensive method to manufacture aluminum, they discovered 
calcium carbide, which with water produced acetylene gas, at their mill in Spray. 
They failed at the aluminum process, but created a new alloy used to hardened 
steel for military use and an inexpensive process to produce Calcium Carbide, 
Acetylene Gas. 

When his father could not afford to keep him employed, he found work 
for him at a New York bank in the fall of 1892 and gave him stock in the Willson 
Aluminum Co. This work did not appeal to his scientific mind and he left to 
work for the Westinghouse Electric Co in Pittsburgh, Pa. in 1895. 

In 1897 he became associated with the American Calcium Carbide 
Interest as a construction engineer and for the next few years, he was sent 
overseas and in the US to supervise the erection of plants for the manufacture of 
calcium carbide. In 1898, the Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company of Chicago 
took over Electro-Gas and those firms worked with American Calcium Carbide 
Interests. In 1899 he designed a standard system for analyzing gases and in 1900 
he published Analysis of Industrial Gases that became the standard for all 
engineers. 

By 1902, he moved to Chicago as chief chemist and testing engineer for 
People’s Gas Light and Coke. In 1918 the Union Carbide Company was formed. 
He was engineer till 1930 and then 1933-1954. In November 1917, the firms 
consolidated to create Union Carbide & Carbon Company, which reflected the 
multi-companies and their products. In 1957, the named was changed to Union 
Carbide Corporation. 

He volunteered for the service in World War I, and although overage, he 
was commissioned as a major in the army. After the war, he moved to Rye, NY, 
to be nearer the Carbide Corporation's main laboratories in that state. 

Mr Morehead III served as mayor of Rye for three terms between 
1925-1930, when he was appointed by President Herbert Hoover as envoy and 
minister to Sweden, serving from 1930 to 1933. In 1931, he received the gold 
medal from the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, the only foreigner at the 
time to receive this award. 

He and his cousin by marriage, Rufus L. Patterson of Winston-Salem presented 
the Morehead-Patterson Bell Tower and Chimes to UNC. The gift was in 
memory of those members of the Patterson and Morehead families, who have, 
from the formation of this university, been associated with its activities as 
trustees, teachers, or students. 

In 1945, after his first wife died, he created the Morehead Foundation to 
fund the Morehead Award of scholarships in 1951. More than 2,300 Morehead 
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John Motley Morehead III (1870-1965) well known philanthropist who 
established the Morehead Scholarships and gave large monetary gifts to the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill for the Morehead Planetarium and 
the Morehead-Patterson Bell Tower. “Mot” as his friends called him also donated 
money toward the construction of Morehead Hospital and the stadium at 
Morehead High School in Eden. His second wife Leila Duckworth Houghton 
whom he married in May 1948 is shown in the photograph. 

Courtesy, Historical Collections Room 
Rockingham Community College 
Wentworth, North Carolina 


The palatial home of John Motley Morehead III and wife in Rye, New York. He 
named the house “Blandwood” after his grandfather’s home Blandwood in 
Greensboro, N.C. Morehead had no surviving children. 

Courtesy, Historical Collections Room 
Rockingham Community College 

Wentworth, North Carolina 
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Major John Motley Morehead, III, (1870-1965) volunteered for service in World 
War I bus was over age. He was however commissioned as a Major in the Army. 
He is shown here in uniform. 

Courtesy, Historical Collections Room 

Rockingham Community College 

Wentworth, North Carolina 
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Awards have been given to deserving college-bound students in North Carolina 
since its creation. The program was renamed in 2007 to the Morehead-Cain 
Foundation, following a 100 million dollar donation in honor of Gordon A Cain. 
The Morehead-Cain Scholarship is the oldest merit-based scholarship in the 

_ United States. 

In 1946, he presented to UNC one million dollars to build the Morehead 
Planetarium and Art Gallery to UNC which opened in 1949. The planetarium 
would be used by the Astronauts to study the stars. At his death, his gifts to 
UNC amounted to over $17 million dollars. 

In 1953, He gave the Morehead Stadium and Chimes to the then Tri-City 
High School in present day Eden, NC. The school would later be renamed to 
Morehead High School in 1958. He presented money to the new hospital that 
would be named Morehead Hospital in present day Eden, NC. It was opened in 
1960. 

In 1929, Mr Morehead served as Chairman of the board of Directors of 
the Leaksville Woolen Mill Incorporated with plants in Charlotte and Spray, NC. 
This was what was left of the original Leaksville Cotton Mills built by his 
grandfather and run by his father. The following year they would buy the 
original mill and combine the two mills again. 

Gov. Luther H. Hodges appointed him President of the NC Railroad, a 
position his grandfather had held about a 100 years before him. In 1988, he was 
inducted into the NC Business Hall of Fame. 

He once stated "Retire, certainly not. I intend to go on till I am 92. I have seen 
too many old boys retire and live on Scotch. My interests are my business; I 
can't learn new ones at my age." He died on 7 January 1965. 
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James Turner Morehead, Pioneer in American Industry 
by John Motley Morehead, III 


The history of the discovery of Calcium carbide, how it was first made, 
and how acetylene was first produced form it, has been told and written a number 
of times. However, until this moment, the history of the man who was primarily 
responsible for it has never been set forth in its proper relation to the industry. 

James Turner Morehead came from experimental and investigating 
stock. 

In all time there are two inventors who stand out ahead of everyone else 
as emancipators of the human race. The first in point of time was Gutenburg 
who invented printing with moveable type, and set the race free from intellectual 
bondage, by making it possible to disseminate intelligence and record the doings 
and experience of each generation for the benefit of all succeeding generations. 

The other man was James Watt, who invented the steam engine, and set 
the race free from the material thralldom which it owed to the muscles of its own 
backs, arms, and legs, and domestic animals. 

James Watt’s mother was a large-boned, big-framed, broad-shouldered, 
redheaded Presbyterian Scotch woman named Agnes Morehead. 

Agnes was the daughter of an Edinburg and London merchant named 
David Morehead. David’s grandfather’s name was David, and he had a son 
named Charles. Charles Morehead came to Virginia in 1630, and through a 
succession of Moreheads, mostly Johns, James Turner Morehead was born in 
1840. 

He went to the North Carolina University and was graduated with the 
Class of ‘61, two months ahead of time, so that thirty-four of the thirty-six 
members of the class could enlist in the Confederate Army. Of the other two, 
one was a hunchback, and the other crippled. 

My father fought through the Civil War, attained the rank of Major 
followed Lee into Pennsylvania, was in Ramseur’s division, which supported the 
charge of Pickett’s division at Gettysburg. On the retreat from Gettysburg he 
was shot through the mouth, the Minie ball taking out all of the teeth and part of 
the jawbone on one side. They thought he was dead, and laid him out to be 
buried when the burying detail should come along. But he didn’t die, he was sent 
to Richmond to the hospital, got better, was assigned to staff Duty and Garrison 
Duty at Richmond, finally evacuated Richmond when the Confederate force went 
out. He surrendered with Johnston at Greensboro in ‘65 and got married. 

Early in 1700, North Carolina and Virginia, together, hired a surveyor by 
the name of William Byrd to run a line between the two states [colonies]. Byrd 
made the survey but when he sent in his bill, the states [colonies] didn’t have 
money with which to pay him. They told him he might have in payment any land 
he chose around there. Byrd, with an eye to the future, took land around the 
head, of what he expected to be the land, of navigation on a number of rivers, he 
took the site where Richmond is built, at the head of navigation on the James, 


Sa As 


Roanoke Rapids, at the head of navigation on the Roanoke River, and land 
around the waterfalls on the Dan and the Smith Rivers in North Carolina, where 
Spray is now located. 

In 1813, a man by the name of Barnett, built a grist mill at the Spray site, 
and in 1830 or 1840 my grandfather bought the property and added to the 
development. 

When my father got out of the Confederate service in 1865, he went to 
live at Spray. He put up a sawmill, a cotton mill, a wool card, a spoke and handle 
factory, a machine shop, and a number of industries of that sort on this water 
power. He went into the navigation of Dan River, served three terms in the state 
senate, put up a cotton gin, and accumulated what for that period and part of the 
country was quite a fortune. 

In 1885 and 1886, twelve of the most prominent and wealthy men in 
North Carolina, my father among them, associated themselves together to build 
the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railroad from the northwest corner to the 
southeast corner of the State. They built it. The Barring Brothers’ failure 
occurred in ‘88, and a long period of business depression ensued. These men 
tried to hold the new road together by personal endorsement for it, and it cleaned 
out and broke the entire lot of them. 

Along in ‘88 or ‘90 when the creditors were most insistent, my father’s 
cotton mill and other industries were running on this water power at Spray, 
though they were using only some three hundred horsepower out of a possible 
thousand. My father wanted a use for this additional seven hundred horsepower 
and a revenue therefrom, and in looking for a user he came in contact with two 
inventors, named Emmer and Lippert, who claimed to have a process for making 
aluminum. He erected a plant for them and when the process failed he got in 
touch with another aluminum inventor, a Canadian by the name of Willson. 
Willson had a rather superficial idea of chemistry and of physics. He was 
familiar with the reaction by which iron is produced in a blast furnace where the 
oxygen of the iron ore combines with carbon or CO of the fuel, leaving metallic 
iron. Knowing that, while aluminum is chemically close kin to iron, it cannot be 
reduced in the same way, he inferred that this was due to lack of temperature, and 
that aluminum might be produced if a mixture of aluminum oxide and carbon 
could be subjected to the temperature of an electric furnace, which is 2,000 or 
3,000 degrees higher than the temperature of a blast furnace. 

It was upon this theory, and to carry out this process, that in 1891 my 
father organized among this personal friends the Willson Aluminum Company, a 
$50,000 corporation, installed a plant at Spray, N. C., hired three country boys, 
Edgar Price, Jesse King, and myself, and two Negroes and started again to 
produce aluminum. The process did not work, for chemical reasons of which 
Willson was ignorant but which are well known at this time, and with the 
exception of a few small globules, no metallic aluminum was ever produced. 

By putting metallic copper into the electric furnace, however, along with 
the alumina and carbon, it was possible to make alloys of copper and aluminum, 
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and the company operated for some time, making these alloys. In carrying out 
the process it was possible to make alloys of aluminum and copper direct from 
the furnace in one operation. It was the custom to close the furnace down just 
before the end of a run, extract a small amount of the copper-aluminum alloy 
from the furnace, make a hurried analysis of this, and change the proportions in 
the furnace by the addition of either more copper or more alumina and carbon, 
restart the furnace, and operate until the proportions in the alloy were those 
required. To save time in the preliminary analysis of this alloy, the hot sample 
was always quenched in a bucket of water immediately upon being withdrawn 
from the furnace. 

This process did not produce an alloy containing more than 10 to 20 per 
cent of aluminum, and the company was not able to operate at a profit in making 
this mixture. We still hoped to produce metallic aluminum and kept 
experimenting along those lines. 

After it became apparent that carbon or CO would not reduce aluminum 
from its oxide, even under the excessive heat of the arc furnace, it was thought 
among many other possibilities — that 1t might be possible to produce metallic 
calcium from a mixture of lime and carbon, and having in hand metallic calcium 
it might be possible to produce aluminum as a second step by using metallic 
calcium as a reducing agent. 

There was in the storeroom of the plant at the time a quantity of lime 
used for whitewashing. This lime was slaked and mixed with coal tar which was 
kept on hand, along with ground carbon, for patching the furnace. No 
calculations were made as to the proportions of the lime and tar. The slaked lime 
was merely worked up with all the tar that it would absorb, and it was the merest 
matter of luck that the proportions of contained calcium and contained carbon fell 
within the rather narrow limits which will produce calcium carbide. This mixture 
was placed in the electric furnace, and subjected to the heat of the arc. 

After a run of several hours a small quantity of the product was 
withdrawn from the furnace and, according to the custom mentioned above, was 
quenched in a pail of water. It at once gave off large volumes of gas. Judging 
from the fact that this substance had a crystalline structure and metallic luster, 
and when brought into contact with water gave off gas, it was at once concluded 
that we had produced metallic calcium, which, with water, was producing 
hydrogen, and that at least one step of the process of producing aluminum was 
accomplished. 

As it was evident that this material could not be cooled by submergence 
in water, the balance of the first run was allowed to cool in the furnace. A further 
sample was removed, after it had cooled, and was put in water, and the gas 
lighted from a distance by a burning piece of oily waste fastened to the end of a 
fishing pole, and swung around over the bucket, the three men standing at a safe 
distance. When the gas burned with a luminous flame and gave off clouds of 
carbon it was evident that it could not be hydrogen, which burns with a colorless 
flame, and that the substance was not metallic calcium, but some compound of 
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carbon, as neither water nor metallic calcium contains carbon, and therefore 
could not produce soot. 

So we had to revise our opinion, and the new born hope of making 
aluminum, which we had built up on the metallic calcium theory, was dashed to 
pieces. This all happened on May 4, 1892. 

I was a graduate of the previous year from the University of North 
Carolina, and held the position of chemist with the company. I proceeded at once 
upon an investigation of the new substance, and determined that it was calcium 
carbide, but having no apparatus for gas analysis I did not know just what the gas 
was. 

A sample of this first carbide was sent to Dr. F. P. Venable, Professor of 
Chemistry at the State University, who analyzed the gas and pronounced it 
acetylene. 

After a number of runs with tar, pulverized coke was substituted as the 
carbon element, and thus was born the process which is carried out today — 
practically without change, except in size of apparatus and scale of operation. 

At that time there was no knowledge of or use for carbide; it was merely 
a chemical curiosity. There were no generators, burners, or appliances of any 
kind for its use, and we were not able to sell any. We were able to make the 
aluminum copper alloy mentioned above, but there was very little use and sale 
for that. 

Things finally got so desperate that my father got the three of us boys 
together, gave us his blessings, paid the other two what he could, gave me a little 
stock in the company for what he owed me, because he said he had been 
boarding me all that time, laid off one of the Negroes, helped Price to get a job 
on a railroad in West Virginia, and me one in a bank in New York, while he 
continued to operate the plant with Jesse King, and one Negro. 

About ninety days after that, Jesse King left things with the Negro at the 
plant one night. The Negro went to sleep, and the plant caught fire and burned 
down. My father got some more electrical machinery — the Lord knows how he 
financed it, but he got it. The General Electric Company sent a young engineer 
to Spray to install this equipment and that was how I. R. Edmands came into the 
carbide business. Edmands is still one of the engineers of the Carbide Company; 
he was associated in designing and constructing and operating the plant at 
Niagara, and at the Soo, and has been with the company up to now. 

The railroad failure of ‘88 kept after my father, but he kept putting up 
additional money, raised on chattel mortgages, for carbide manufacturing. 
Finally in the latter part of 1893 they sold him out; cotton mill, real estate, water 
power, and everything else. He didn’t claim the homestead exemption, and they 
sold his house, furniture, and everything he had. A flat, open-faced, key-winding 
watch brought $6. He said he hated to lose that, particularly, because he had 
looked at it many times to see how long it would be before dark and the Yankees 
would quit shooting at him. The aluminum plant, though sold, was left intact, 
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and that he could use by sufferance if there was plenty of water. If the water was 
low and not an excess for the cotton mill, he could not use it. 

In the autumn of 1893 he packed a number of glass jars with samples of 
carbide and left home to sell the product, the patents, or the process. He was 56 
years old, broke and discredited; his fortune and property swept away, and he 
owed some $200,000. His entire capital consisted of $11 in cash, and a faith 
which surpassed all understanding in the future of carbide. ; 

He offered first a half, then two-thirds, then three-quarters, then 90 per 
cent of the whole thing to the Pintsch Company for $5,000. He offered the whole 
business to the Springfield Gas Machine people for $5,000 and neither would 
buy it. The chance to sell carbide for lighting purpose did not seem to be 
particularly bright when he got a new lead, and it is peculiar that carbide got a lot 
of its first start for a use that has never been developed, and for which it wasn’t 
and isn’t adapted. This was as a substitute for oil, in the enrichment of water gas. 
They found about this time a very small stock burner made by the Bray Company 
for coal gas, and although these had a life of only a few hours, they did develop 
and show up and show off the remarkable light of acetylene. In 1894 he and 
Willson interested some capitalists in New York and formed the Electro Gas 
Company to exploit carbide and acetylene, and got the Gas Company in Chicago 
interested in acetylene as an enriching material to substitute for oil in water gas 
manufacture. 

They sold to the Electro Gas Company, which was the first carbide 
company, all rights of carbide for light, heat, and power, but retained the 
chemical and other rights for carbide and the other rights and uses for electric 
furnaces. 

Then people began to be interested and to come to Spray to investigate 
this plant and process, as well as the new light, and he had to increase his force at 
the plant. So he weni just across the State line — Spray is about a mile from 
Virginia — to a farm, and hired another country boy to come over and help. This 
man has been in the carbide business ever since. He is a member of this 
Association. I am talking about Joseph Scales. 

During this time they were continually working on the electric arc 
furnace, which was the first electric furnace of any sort ever used in the United 
States, and 1s the more important of the two types of electric furnaces — the arc 
and the incandescent — used today. 

There was no chemical use for carbide then, so they started 
experimenting on the production of ferro-alloys further to employ the furnace. 

About this time my father hired a chemist, a Dutchman by the name of 
DeChalmot, brought him to Spray, and they got a new electric arc furnace going, 
and perfected the method of making high-content ferrochromium, and 
ferrosilicon, and began to educate the steel business up to the use of these and 
other ferro-alloys. 
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He received some stock in the Electro Gas Company for his interest. 
This he hypothecated, and when it got so any place where there was a sale for it 
he sold it all to apply on his debts. 

After selling the carbide process and the stock received for it, he was 
afoot again. The Spray plant eventually had to close down because the people 
who bought it wanted the power for an additional cotton mill and the plant had to 
be moved. 

The State of Virginia, many years ago, built a canal from the Kanawha 
River to the James River. The canal was a failure, and the James River division 
of the Chesapeake & Ohio Railroad was built and is now running on the tow 
path. 

My father went to Virginia, and from the State obtained the right to 
restore one of the navigation dams across the river at Holcomb Rock, and to use 
two of the old lock chambers, one for this had gates, and the other for his power 
house, taking at the same time an option on the property. He rebuilt the dam, 
restored three-fourths of a mile of the old canal for a raceway, put in some 
second hand water wheels, and contracted for two electric generators form a 
concern in Baltimore. I got off from the Westinghouse shop — where I was 
working -- from Friday to Monday, and went to Baltimore to test those machines. 
They were awful things. I reported adversely on them, and asked him why he did 
not go the Westinghouse Company or the General Electric Company and get 
some good equipment. He said he had been to the good people, and the 
Baltimore people were the only ones who would give him machines for his notes; 
everybody else required at least some cash, and he didn’t have any. He had no 
resources and his credit was extended to the breaking point. 

He accepted and installed these machines, and by running them at about 
half voltage, they could operate them about half the time. They put up two 
electric furnaces and began making ferro-alloys. 

Just then the Spanish War came along and created a big demand for 
ferrochrome. They specialized on ferrochrome, and sold it to the maker of armor 
_ plate so the projectile man couldn’t shoot through it, then sold the same chrome 
to the projectile man so he could shoot through the armor plate. Some of the 
steel companies bought it for both purposes. He had one product used very 
largely at that time, which they called SAM alloy — Silica, Aluminum, Magnesia. 

The company kept getting patents of their electric furnaces and processes 
and perfecting the methods, and with the credit which came through the chrome 
business they expanded, and he bought this water power on the James River from 
the State of Virginia. It has been continuously operated from the time he started 
it in 1895 until today, and is now being operated by this successor, the Electro 
Metallurgical Company. As the business outgrew the Virginia plant he went 
over to the Kanawha River in West Virginia and bought leases and land, and in 
one way and another got hold of a waterfall there, at the head of navigation on 
the great Kanawha River. He built a dam across that river and put up a plant of 
several thousand horsepower and started making ferrochrome there. He acquired 
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three undeveloped water power, and a coal mine on the same river above that 
site. 

The patent situation then between the arc furnaces, which were used by 
that concern and by the Carbide Company, began to cross and to get so 
intermixed that the Carbide Company bought them out again. They paid in 
goods, for which there was a market, and he sold the most of these coming to him 
and paid up his debts. | 

He let up on his hard work, and a kidney infection, which had come 
along from hard work and worry, finally cost him his life in 1908, at 67 years of 
age, eleven years after the time that he had left Spray with $11. 

Now, when it comes to a comeback, | think that is quite a record. At 56 
he left Spray with not a thing but $11 and a faith which passed all understanding 
in the ultimate use of carbide. He owed $200,000 gross, less $11 net. When he 
died, eleven years afterwards, he had built or acquired, and sold and turned over 
to his successors in the carbide and alloy business, a going waterpower and 
electric smelting plant of about twelve hundred horsepower on the James River; a 
going water-power plant of about eight thousand horsepower and an electric 
smelting concern on the Kanawha River, both of which power he had developed 
from the very beginning and which plants he had built; two undeveloped water 
powers of thirty thousand horsepower, which the company now owns, another 
undeveloped water power of ten thousand horsepower, which was subsequently 
sold to other interests. He had paid up all his debts, recovered his watch and left 
his widow practically $200,000. 

He developed and perfected — under him was perfected — the electric arc 
furnace. In that furnace, as developed there, are now made all the ferro-alloys, 
the artificial abrasives, a great deal of the crucible steel, and calcium carbide. He 
perfected the present process of making calcium carbide, and the processed for 
the manufacturing of ferrosilicon, ferrochrome and other ferro-alloys. 

He trained and delivered to the industry seven men who have been 
connected with the development and the commercialization of it — Mr. Price, who 
is now president of the Carbide Company; Mr. Edmands, and Mr. Scales, whom I 
have just mentioned; Mr. King, who had charge of the Canadian Works up to the 
time he died a couple of years ago; Mr. John Huffard, now purchasing agent of 
the parent corporation; Mr. George Lancaster, now manager of the Kanawha 
plant, and myself. 

To his perseverance, to his faith, to his optimism, and to his personal 
efforts and credit, is due the genesis of all of these industries. 

In physical appearance he was a little shorter than medium, and of stocky 
build. He had blue eyes and hair that was red, until it turned gray, a mouth that 
turned up at the corners, and a chin that was unnaturally undershot from the 
wound he got in the retreat from Gettysburg and the surgical service which the 
Confederate Army was able to offer. In disposition he was a most pronounced 
and persistent optimist. He always expected to kick over the pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow. He had a faculty of convincing other people of his honesty 
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and of his earnestness, and an utterly uncanny ability to borrow money without 
collateral. He had a most genial personality, saw the best in people, and had the 
pleasant habit of telling them of it. He was a Presbyterian on Sunday, but wasn’t 
a pleasant man when things didn’t go to suit him during the week. He had the 
love of small children, and the confidence and respect of men of affairs, and of 
good woman and people in distress who came to him during their troubles. His 
life was an inspiration and an example to those who worked with him and knew 
him. His memory is a benediction to those who survive and remember him. 

This address was given by John Motley Morehead, III before the 
International Acetylene Association in Chicago, Illinois on 28 October 1922. 
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Newspaper Articles Concerning the Morehead Family and Textile Business 
Compiled by Don Hoover 


Augusta Chronicle 5-1-1881 Section A, Page | 

“The Chronicle yesterday morning noticed the arrival in Augusta, the night 
before, of Hon. J. S. Barbour, President of the Virginia and North Carolina 
Midland Railroads, with a party including Major J. Turner Morehead, Vice- 
- President of the North Carolina Midland, and Mr. John K Cowen, attorney of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad. These gentlemen were in conference, yesterday 
morning, with President Verdery, of the Augusta and Knoxville Railroad. . . Mr. 
Barbour said the object of his visit was principally to obtain information in 
regard to the feasibility of obtaining a permanent connection with Augusta by 
way of the Augusta and Knoxville Railroad and the disposition of the people of 
Augusta towards such a connection. There has been a number of suggestions 
made as to the route to be pursued, but he inclined to that by way of Statesville, 
N. C., Spartanburg and Greenwood. . .” 


Charlotte News 3-31-1890 page | 

“Miss Lil Morehead, of Leaksville, was robbed at the Air Line depot in this 
city, last Saturday afternoon, of $25 in cash and a pair of diamond earrings 
valued at $100. Miss Morehead had been visiting Miss Bleecker Springs for a 
week or so past, and started to return to her home Saturday afternoon. She had 
her money and diamonds in her purse when she had her baggage checked at the 
depot. When the train arrived, and just as she started to board it, she discovered 
her loss. Miss Morehead came back up town, but nothing has since been heard 
of the missing money or jewelry. Miss Morehead will leave for her home this 
evening.” 


Charlotte Observer 2-3-1893 page 2 

“Information has been received here of a big deal at Leaksville, NC. The 
Leaksville Cotton and Woolen Mills, heretofore conducted by J. T. Morehead & 
Co, have been sold to the Cone Export and Commission Company. The Cone 
Company is now known as the Plaid Trust, and with this purchase now controls 
all the cotton mills of any importance in NC. 

The terms of the sale have not been announced, but it is understood that the 
Cone combine will proceed at once to enlarge the works, and will utilize all of 
the splendid Smith river water power at Leaksville.” [Note: This report proved 
not to be true] 


Charlotte Observer 2-5-1893 page 3 


Danville Register, 4". 
“The Register is in receipt of the following note: 
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Spray, N. C., Feb 4. — As your notice of us in to day’s issue overstated the 
situation, we ask that you kindly copy the enclosed slip from the Leaksville 
Gazette. There has been no change in the ownership of the Leaksville Woolen 
Mills, the Leaksville mercantile Company or the Aluminum Company and it is 
the Spray Water Power and Land Company, in whose stock no one is interested 
except the members of the firm of J. T. Morehead & Co., that control the water 
power and supply the same to these various industries, and anticipate calls for 
additional power from the association of estimable gentlemen (among whom are 
the Messrs. Cone) into whose control the cotton mill has gone. 

We count ourselves among Danville’s permanent neighbors, and no whit 
less interested than formerly in those things which are matters of common 
interest. 

Yours very truly, 

J. Turner Morehead” 


From the Leaksville Gazette. [No Date] 

“It having become desirable to place the large and diversified business of J. 
Turner Morehead & Co. In a more permanent form than an ordinary co- 
partnership, and in a position where those who might desire to become interested 
could do so, this firm has been succeeded by four (4) incorporated companies, 
viz; Spray Water-Power and Land Company, Leaksville Cotton Mills, Leaksville 
Woolen Mills, and Leaksville Mercantile Company. 

Maj. Morehead has charge of the Spray Water-Power and Land Company 
and the Wilson Aluminum Industry. Mr. Walker, the other resident partner, has 
control of the Leaksville Cotton Mills, and has associated with him gentlemen of 
ample means and large commercial and manufacturing experience. Orders for 
machinery have already been placed for immediate enlargement of the plant. 
Leaksville Woolen Mills continue, as heretofore, under the efficent management 
of Mr. Hiram Foard. 

Leaksville Mercantile Company is managed by stockholders of the 
company, who were formerly employees of J. Turner Morehead & Co in the 
merchandising and grain milling department. 

We understand that the new machinery will be put to the production of 
ginghams, and take these changes as the first steps toward the utilization of the 
whole of the large water power furnished by the Smith River.” 


Charlotte Observer 6-15-1893 page | 

“Reidsville, N. C., June 14 — A report reaches here today that the old Stone 
Cotton Mill of J. T. Morehead & Co. At Spray, was struck by lightning last night 
and destroyed by fire. No other buildings were burned and this was insured. 
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Reidsville Review 6-23-1893 page | 

“Additional particulars of the burning of the Leaksville Cotton Mills last 
week is given by the Leaksville Herald: 

Last Tuesday night about 8:30 o’clock, the main building of the Leaksville 
Cotton Mill was struck by lightning on one corner near the top floor, and was sat 
on fire. The watchman was stunned; and before the keys could be found and the 
water works put into operation, the fire had gained such headway that it could not 
be stopped till the building was completely gutted. No other building was 
injured. 

The losses are estimated at between $40,000 and $50,000, partly covered 
by insurance. 

Not with standing it was fearfully dark and raining, no one was hurt, except 
the watchman, and he soon recovered from his shock. There was about 10,000 
pounds of cotton in the building, in course of manufacture. 

The factory was built by Gov. Morehead in 1837 and ‘38, and has run 
continuously ever since, except at short intervals for repairs and for new 
machinery to be put in. 

Miss Mary Ray spun the first thread when the factory started in 1839, and 
has been employed in the factory ever since. She was one of the last to leave the 
factory Tuesday evening before it was burned. 

A great many hands are thrown out of employment, but as the weaving 
building was not injured, it is thought the company will buy cotton yarns and 
continue to run the looms, and thus give employment to as many hands as 
possible, until the spinning department can be rebuilt.” 


Charlotte Observer 1-28-1894 page 2 

“Wentworth, Jan 26. — Maj. J. Turner Morehead and wife, and Mr. B. K. 
Terry, of Leaksville, were here today to record their assignment. The liabilities 
of the former are as follows: Jno. L Morehead, $17,600; Commercial National 
Bank, of Charlotte, $5,000; Mrs. L. H. Walker, $6,000; Cone Export & 
Commission Company, $6,000; Mercantile National Bank of New York, 
$11,000. 

Second class; Chemical National Bank, New York, $6,00; First National 
Bank of ae $9,000; National Bank, Cambridge, Md., $3,500; People’s 
National Bank, Lynchburg, $5,000; National Bank, Greensboro, $7,474; Bank of 
Rei dsvil ile, $ $55 500; Conway Co. i $3,500: Commercial Bank, High Point, $3,000; 
Citizens Nation: al Bank, Raleigh, $5,000; Wachovia Bank, W inston, $2,500; G. 
W. Williams, $10,000; Bank of Leaksville, $1,260, and other amounts under 
$1,000 making the total liabilities about $115,000. His assets, he claims, will 
more than cover the liabilities, the deed, which is made to Wm. R. Walker, does 
not reserve dower or homestead exemptions.” 
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Baltimore Sun 1-29-1894 page 2 

“...B.K. Terry, an officer of the Bank of Leaksville, has also assigned, 
with $ 2,000 liabilities. He hopes his assets will reach this amount. These 
failures, like many others, are directly due to that of the North State Improvement 
Company of Greensboro. If the sale of the Cape fear and Yadkin Valley Railway 
is consummated Mr. Morehead will be able to pay his debts and have a balance.” 


Charlotte Observer 3-7-1894 

“Wentworth, June 30 — Proceedings supplemental to an execution in the 
case of John Carter against, B. K. Terry and J. Turner Morehead were begun on 
Thursday before Clerk Pannill, and were continued last evening until Tuesday 
next. During this entire time Maj. Morehead has been under a close and critical 
examination of counsel, and from the examination as far as taken it appears that 
he has made a fair and honest surrender of all of his property conveyed in his 
deed of assignment to his trustee, and that there has been nothing shown to exist 
that was not conveyed in the assignment except a small amount of personal 
property, not as much as his $500 exemption would entitle him to, as against the 
cost of execution issued upon a judgement. Hon Jno. L. King of Greensboro, has 
been in attendance upon the above case.” 


Charlotte Observer 5-24-1894 page 2 

“Wentworth, May 21 — In regard to the denial of the news of the suit of J. 
Turner Morehead & Co. Against the Leaksville Woolen Mills, for liquidation and 
settlement of defendaft mills, I will state that the title of the suit referred to as 
appears in the bond for court is as follows: J. Turner Morehead & Co., in 
liquidation, against Leaksville Woolen Mills,: which bond was signed in the 
following manner: J. Turner Morehead & Co., in liquidation, by Jno. L. 
Morehead, who claimed the authority to sign his father’s name. After the signing 
of this bond, Mr. Morehead asked for a blank summons which the clerk informs 
me he signed and gave him, which in law constitutes a suit brought. Upon the 
docket for the next term of court appears this suit styled in like manner with 
additional entry: “bond filed, summons issued.” This suit may be abandoned but 
only by taking a non-suit at next term of court. I am thus particular in order to 
set myself right as a reliable and trustworthy correspondent.” 


Charlotte Observer 5-30-1894 page 2 

Wentworth, May 28.—... 

“Rockingham boasts of the finest water power, developed and 
undeveloped, that can be found in this State. The Spray Water Power and Land 
Company on whose property are situated the Leaksville Woolen Mills, the 
Morehead Cotton Mills, Wilson Aluminum Company’s plant, and Leaksville 
Mercantile Company’s Roller Mills, own 650 acres of land on Smith river, a 
swift mountain stream that heads in Virginia, and the power that runs this 
machinery is gotten by a short wing dam running almost parallel with the river’s 
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bank, harnessing 600 horse-power, all of which is not utilized. There is a fine 
rock quarry on the west bank so that a dam can be extended across the river and 
where 600 horse power is now attained by an expenditure of $10 per horse-power 
can be gotten. When the stream is swollen it runs down over night, and its 
normal summer and winter flow doesn’t vary over six inches. The varied 
industries established on this power have indefinite leases of power at the low 
rate of $10 per horse-power per annum. As to the freight rates to all Northern 
Points, they stand on the same footing as all manufacturing towns in Piedmont 
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Your correspondent was shown through the Woolen Mills where 
everything was humming as if no such thing as ‘hard times’ was ever known. 
They are at work on a specialty in the commercial line of which they are the only 
manufacturers in the South. 

The smelting dynamo of the Wilson Aluminum Company ts the largest in 
the world.” 


Reidsville Review 6-1-1894 

“Y our correspondent was on last Saturday shown over the varied industries 
situated on the property of the Spray Water Power and Land Co., at Spray, N. C. 
and we were awakened to a sense of the value of the natural advantages in our 
midst and then realized how little interest was excited by the possession of such 
fine power. In 1813 Gov. Morehead [Barnett] built a corn and wheat mill on the 
site of the present roller mill, there was an unlimited supply of water but not until 
1839 did Morehead erect the cotton mill, and in 1882 the Woolen mills began 
operation, and in 1892 the Wilson Aluminum Co. established a plant. All this is 
not sufficient to utilize the 600 or 700 horse power harnessed but if more power 
was needed in consequence of the building of other factories, by an expenditure 
of $10 per horse power already harnessed an additional 1,000 or 1,200 H. P. Can 
be obtained by extending the wing dam now in use, all the way across Smith 
river. An inexhaustible rock quarry on the west bank will afford material for the 
dam. Smith river is a typical mountain stream so swift that when it is swollen it 
runs down in one night and its normal winter and summer flow doesn’t vary over 
six inches. The company owns 650 acres of land and are offering many 
inducements to those who need cheap power. The varied industries established 
on this water power have indefinite bases of power at the rate of $10.00 per H. P. 
pre annum. As to the freight rates to all Northern points they stand on the same 
footing as all manufacturing towns in Piedmont North Carolina. 

The Leaksville Woolen Mills are in a continual hum of industry. Besides 
the large orders for blankets they are at work on a specialty in the commercial 
line of which they are the only manufacturers in the South. The cotton factory’s 
plaids are a well known and popular article and are always in demand. The 
Wilson Aluminum Company, a new industry, have been getting in some good 
work and find a ready sale for their products. Their smelting dynamo is the 
largest in the World.” 


BAG! 


Reidsville Review 6-22-1894 

“The Richmond and Danville railroad was sold in Richmond last Friday 
under a decree of the U. S. Circuit court to the representatives of Drexel Morgan 
& Co., of New York for $2,030,000. The foreclosure and sale were under the 
third mortgage and subject to the gold, debenture and equipment mortgage. The 
sale was immediately confirmed by the court, and this act constituted the re- 
organization committee a corporation under a charter granted by the last 
Legislature. The committee met in Richmond Monday and re-organized the 
road, giving it the name of Southern Railway Company. Sam’! Spencer was 
elected president, and Col. A. B. Andrews, of Raleigh, was elected vice- 
president. The Atlanta Constitution, in commenting on this sale, says that the 
change will benefit the entire South and especially the country tributary to the 
various lines composing this great system. In is understood that the managers are 
in favor of pursuing a liberal policy that will build up the country along their 
lines, and thus increase their traffic.” 


Reidsville Review 8-2-1894 page 3 

“Last Wednesday Messrs. Henry G. Bottinger, Chas. F. Deitrich, R. S. 
Hayes and E. N. Dickenson were the guests of Maj. J. Turner Morehead. Mr. 
Thomas L. Wilson, inventor of the Wilson aluminum process, accompanied 
them. These distinguished gentlemen and capitalists came from New York to 
Danville in the private car of the president of the Southern Railway Co., and from 
Danville to Spray in a special car. They arrived at Spray at 2:30 A. M. And 
remained there till 4:30 P. M. As they had never been in a tobacco factory, Maj. 
Morehead then brought them over to Leaksville in his car and they were shown 
through the tobacco factory of the Stultz Tobacco Co., after which they returned 
to Spray and spent the remainder of the evening. They left at 9 o’clock P. M. For 
Danville, where their car was waiting to carry them back to New York. 

The object of their visit was to investigate some new products made by the 
Wilson Aluminum Co., in addition to its aluminum bronze. They expressed 
themselves as being delighted with their visit. 

__ Mr. Bottinger is from Germany and is a member of the Prussian Diet. He 
has a private chemical laboratory worth $120,000 and represents the largest 
chemical laboratory in the world. It is valued at $25,000,000. Mr Deltrich is 
president of a number of large gas companies in New York and Northern 
railroads, and receiver of the Georgia R. R. Mr. Dickenson is a distinguished 
patent attorney and one of the leading capitalists and investors of New York.” 


Charlotte Observer 5-12-1895 page 2 

Leaksville Herald. 

“The Herald was pleased to hear that Mr. John Motley Morehead, who 
went to Leeds, England, in January last to establish a plant for the manufacture of 
calcium carbide (out of which the acetylene gas is produced) has finished the 
plant, made the gas and lighted residences. 
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As acompliment to his efforts and success, Mr. Fox, who bought the right 
form the Wilson Aluminum Company to manufacture and use the gas in 
England, had his private residence illuminated and gave a large dinner, assigning 
Mr Morehead the seat of honor; and he entertained the guests with some good 
American jokes. 

He is now in Berlin putting up a similar plant. We wish for him a similar 
or even greater success there, and we expect to hear of it, for Mr. Morehead 
_ possesses rare talent and ability, and the future has greater things still in store for 
him. 

We feel justly proud of our young men who go out from home and reflect 
such great credit upon their mother State, and our best wishes attend them though 
they be in distant lands.” 


Worcester Daily Spy, Ma 6-30-1895 

“The Manufacturers’s Record, current issue, has a notice of a company at 
Spray, North Carolina, that is making acetylene gas from calcium carbide for 
illuminating purposes. Hon. J. Turner Morehead, gives the following account of 
the plant operated by the Wilson Aluminum Company, of which he is president: 

“We have here two dynamos which require 300 horse-power to run them. 
We are producing calcium carbide by the ton, and making regular sales of it. It 
requires about 200 horse-power working twenty-four hours to produce one ton of 
carbide, and this ton of carbide will produce 11,000 cubic feet of acetylene gas of 
240 candle-power, equal in illuminating capacity to 120,000 cubic feet of the 
ordinary city gas. Carbide can be produced at a figure which will justify its very 
extensive introduction. To produce a ton will require water-wheels (steam-power 
is too expensive) of a capacity of 100 horse-power and a dynamo of 200 
electrical horse-power, a few copper cables and some large carbons. The 
appliances for a furnace require little else than a piece of iron about four feet 
square and a few fire-brick. The material used is either limestone or slacked or 
unslacked lime, and any form of carbon, preferably pulverized coke. 
Negotiations for the sale of different territories are now pending, and when 
completed manufactories of carbide will be erected in quite a number of places in 
the United States.’ 

For localities abounding in limestone contiguous to water powers, this 
would seem to be an opportunity to introduce a new and profitable industry. 


Some of the veterans of the Massachusetts regiments that went out in the 
Burnside expedition may remember that as they marched up from Slocum’s 
Creek toward the Newberne battle field, two confederate cavalrymen were seen 
near an unfinished earthwork some six or seven miles from the landing, who, 
after a moment’s observation of the advancing columns, gave spurs to their 
horses and quickly disappeared. One of those was this Mr. Morehead. He has 
been for years the principal owner of a large cotton mill, and is a man of wealth 
and enterprise who has done much to advance the prosperity of his state.” 
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Charlotte Observer 10-12-1895 page 2 

“This chemical wonder was discovered by Maj. J. Turner Morehead at 
Spray, N. C., where alone it is manufactured. The New York Mail and Express 
says: 

Acetylene, a new illuminate, is chemically represented by C2H2, and is 
said to be almost pure carbon vapor. It is predicted that when this illuminating 
agent is let loose in the atmosphere night will be as bright as day. Science is on 
the march.” 


Another dispatch says: 

“The Acetylene Gas Company, of Philadelphia, which is capitalized at 
$1,000,000, par $50, offered for sale yesterday 5,000 shares of treasury stock at 
par, half to be paid at once, and the balance subject to the call of the company. It 
is reported that the amount was three times subscribed, and $35 a share is bid 
today for the stock, with $25 paid. Their territory covers Philadelphia only. The 
parent company is located in New York.” 


Charlotte Observer 11-13-1895 page 2 

“George Wolle, of Philadelphia, was sent to Spray, Rockingham county, by 
a party of capitalists a few days ago, to investigate the new gas invented there by 
Colonel Morehead. Mr. Wolle was here last night, on his return home. He 
thinks the new discovery will be the gas of the future, and that Colonel Morehead 
and his associates have struck a bonanza.” 


Charlotte Observer 12 12 1895 page 4 
“Mr. Hiram Foard, receiver for the Leaksville Woolen Mills, was in the 
city yesterday.” 


Charlotte Observer 12-22-1895 page 5 

“Maj. J. Turner Morehead was here this week in attendance on the 
Geological Board of which he is a valued member, and had something to say 
about acetylene gas, the new illuminant. Many persons have contended that the 
electric light approached nearer to sunlight than any other, but Maj. Morehead 
says that the acetylene is the illuminating power of the sun. The light is the result 
of the decomposition of the sun. the carbide plant at Spray, in Rockingham 
county, is in operation day and night. To it there is a movement of scientists, 
experimenters and business men, and within the past ten days representatives 
from Australia, and Spain and Chili, from Canada and from many States of the 
Union, have been to the little piedmont hamlet to see the new illuminant. The 
plant there is but an infant in comparison with others to be established at Niagara, 
N. Y., and at Lockport, Pa. Maj. Morehead is delighted at the progress North 
Carolina boys are making, for at the Niagara plant his son, J. Motley Morehead 
will be in charge of the carbide department, William R. Kenan, Jr. Of 
Wilmington of the chemical line, Edgar Price, of Leaksville, of the electrical 
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department and Jesse King, of Rockingham, of the mechanical and 
manufacturing features. The plant at Lockport will be in charge of Forrest 
Scales, also of Rockingham. So here are five North Carolina boys well to the 
front in a new line of work, the development of one of the great inventions of this 
generation.” 


Charlotte Observer 1-21-1896 page 2 

“Let us talk some more about acetylene gas, the North Carolina discovery. 
The experiment which is being made with it is one of the most interesting of the 
age. The paragraph following comes frém the Leaksville Gazette of last week: 

The wonderful substance, carbide of calcium, manufactured at Spray, the 
gas from which is acetylene, is certainly evolving into a rractical illuminant for 
all purposes. A scientific writer in the New York World says that this new gas 
“is much more brilliant than either gas or electricity and does not cost as much as 
either. It is capable of being liquefied and can be handled and sold like kerosene. 
It is stored in steel cylinders. As soon as the valve is opened the gas begins to 
generate, and it is said that a cylinder containing twenty pounds will last three 
months in an ordinary house. On exposure to the air acetylene turns at once to 
ice, but in the cylinder is unaffected by temperature. The gas burns steadily and 
with out smoke or odor. 


Charlotte Observer j 4-1-1896 page | 

Winston, N. C., March 31 — The Wilson Acetylene works, located at Spray, 
Rockingham county, were destroyed by fire Sunday. The plant was owned by S. 
L. Wilson, of New York, and operated by Major J. T. Morehead. It was the 
birthplace of acetylene gas, which has of late attracted so much attention in the 
scientific world.” 


Charlotte Observer 6-11-1896 page 4 

“May. J. Turner Morehead, of Spray, was here today in attendance at the 
meeting of the State Geological Board. He says the buildings of the carbide plant 
there, to take the place of the ones burned last spring, are completed, machinery 
is arriving and in ten days the plant will be in operation. He is building a plant at 
Holcombe’s Creek, twelve miles from Lynchburg, with a capacity of five tons 
daily. That at Spray is of one ton daily. It is small for the reason that the cotton 
mill there will require the water power. For the carbide when exported $100 a 
ton is received, while at home $25 is the figure. There is a heavy demand for 
export.” 


Charlotte Observer 6-25-1896 page 3 

Winston-Salem, June 24. . . 

“A party of capitalist were here yesterday afternoon and arranged the final 
transfer of the controlling stock in the Spray Water Power and Land Company at 
Leaksville, N. C., from Major Morehead to B. Frank Mebane and his associates. 
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In the party were Mr. Mebane, of the Cone Export Company, Greensboro; Col 
John L. Morehead and George E Wilson of Charlotte; T. L. Fuller, of Durham; 
John M. Morehead, and W. R. Walker, of Spray.” 


Charlotte Observer 1-15-1897 page 2 

“The new cotton mill at Spray is one of the largest in the State, and is 
owned by some of our most prominent capitalists. We congratulate our young 
friend and fellow-citizen, Robt. L. Tate. Upon the compliment — a richly 
deserved one, too — of being made superintendent of this mill. 

Some time ago Robert entered the McAden mill at McAdensville with a 
purpose — that being to leave no wheel unturned until he knew the business. He 
started at the bottom, working with such faithfulness and intelligent interest that 
success was sure. After working himself through all the departments of the mill, 
he took a position at Gastonia in order to get the experience of setting up the 
machinery of a mill.” 


Reidsville Review 4-30-1897 

“The new cotton mill at Spray has been completed and work was begun 
this week. The mill is an immense affair and is under an entirely different 
management from the other mills there. Rockingham County is certainly 
“getting thar” as to its number of manufacturing enterprises.” 


Baltimore Sun 6-24-1897 

“Lynchburg, Va., June 23 — A charter has been granted here to the 
Lynchburg Light and Heat Company for the manufacture of acetylene gas. The 
officers for the first year are J. Turner Morehead, of New York, president; W. J. 
Payne, of Richmond, vice-president; board of directors, E. A Catlin and W. J 
Payne, of Richmond; J. Turner Morehead of New York; Max Guggenheimer Jr., 
and Chas. M. Bisckford of Lynchburg.” 


Charlotte Observer 12-2-1898 page 7 

Ad = 

“A Gas Plant i 

in every home and no meter in the closet is an ideal condition now being realized 
by the development of scientifically constructed apparatus for generating 
Acetylene Gas. The highest type of this development is found in the Niagara 
Falls Acetylene Gas Machine. Automatic, economical and approved by Fire 
Underwriters. For estimates address: 


Wilber W. Jones, Special Agent 


Dowd & Kind, Dealers 
Charlotte, N.C.” 
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Charlotte Observer 2-23-1899 page 7 

“Spray, Feb 10 — The old Morehead homestead, in which Mr. J. S. 
McAlister now whiles away the weary winter evenings of his bachelorhood was 
once again open to the goddess of pleasure, as of yore, when on the evening of 
the 20", its solitary occupant entertained the Reading Club, of Leaksville, and the 
visitors of the village of Spray after his most hospitable and gallant fashion. The 
beginning and the ending seemed one and the same, and I dare not linger on its 
short-lived pleasures Music, games and sweetmeats figured conspicuously on the 
evening’s programme, as did the poetic talents of certain members of the merry 
throng. Those present were Misses_m. Watkins, of Milton, N. C., Sallie 
Salsmon of Reidsville, Mattie King, Lottie King, Berta King and Daisy King, of 
Leaksville; Messrs. D. Pat Magar, of Rocky Mount, Va; B. F. Terry and A E 
Millner of Teafo_d, D. R. Settle and Lawrence McRae, of Spray, Chaperones 
Mrs. W. R. Walter and Mrs Hiram Foard.” 


Charlotte Observer 3-9-1899 page | 

“New York, March 8 — A big failure was announced here today , and 
created some surprise when petitions in bankruptcy, were filed by J. Turner 
Morehead, occupation, smelter, of 97 Cedar Street, New York. 

His liabilities are placed at $421,417. The assets, of $42,853, and the 
majority of creditors are in North Carolina. 

Bad debts are alleged to have forced him to the wall. 

John L. Morehead, of Charlotte, is given as creditor for $33,000, other 
creditors are at Wilmington, Spray, Greensboro, Reidsville, Lynchburg, Winston, 
Leaksville, Salem, Matrimony, Madison, Goldsboro and Raleigh, N. C.” 


Charlotte Observer 3-9-1899 

“New York, March 8 — J Turner Morehead, the thermo-chemical smelter, 
has filed a petition in bankruptcy, with Liabilities of $575,384, and nominal 
assets, $42,045. Of the liabilities, $424,457 is as surety for money borrowed by 
the North State Improvement Company, of North Carolina. For 25 years, Mr. 
Morehead was one of the leading men of Leaksville, N. C. He with others, built 
the Cape Fear & Yadkin Valley Railroad, and in that connection indorsed paper 
of the North State Improvement Company, which, with the railroad company 
went into the hands of a receiver in March, 1894. Mr. Morehead made an 
assignment on January 25, 1894. He afterwards came to New York and has been 
interested in the development of aluminum.” 


Weekly Review, Reidsville 3-9-1899 page 5 

“J. Turner Morehead, thermochemical smelter, formerly of Leaksville, has 
filed a petition in bankruptcy in New York with liabilities at $575,384 and 
nominal assesets of $42,045.” 
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Weekly Review, Reidsville 3-24-1899 page 2 

“It is rumored that Mr. B. F. Mebane, of Greensboro, has bought the entire 
interest of Mr. J. Turner Morehead in the lands belonging to him at Spray and 
_ Leaksville. He is rumored also that the Nantuckett and Spray Cotton Mills will 
enlarge to double their present size this year, and that still another cotton mill 
will be built and that employment will be given to 1,000 more hands. 

A dam fifteen feet high will be built across Smith river above the present 
dam. 

Contractor Hopper will build forty more houses at Spray as soon as 
possible. 

A recent computation gives Spray a little over 2,200 and Leaksville over 
800, and hence we number now over 3,000. We shall be the largest town in the 
county. We want a broad gauge railroad.” 


Charlotte Observer 6-10-1899 page 12 

“Spray, June 7, - How many of my readers have ever heard of this thriving 
manufacturing place? The name appropriately suggests itself by the beautiful 
and ever rising ‘spray’ of water from the falls of the mill race. Situated here in 
northern part of Rockingham County, on the Smith River, is this progressive 
village of over 1,600 inhabitants. There are three large cotton and one woolen 
mill in operation. The manufacture of white and colored fabrics, cotton and 
woolen, is the chief employment. Additions are in order to meet the increasing 
_ demands of their popular products. 

The Spray Water-Power and Land Company has contractors and carpenters 
constantly building houses to accommodate a rapidly growing population, so that 
homes are thickly dotted over hill and dale of this picturesque borough. 

Mr. Frank Mebane, who officiates in the capacity of president and 
supervisor of the entire business, is a man of splendid address, magnanimous in 
both mind and heart, and is pecullarly qualified, he is indeed an enthusiastic 
promoter of cotton mill interest. 

_ The Leaksville Cotton Mills, at this place, is one of the oldest in North 
Carolina, having been established in 1839; and Mr. W. R. Walker, its treasurer, 
now dignifies the position of being the sole representative of a third generation 
connected with this mill. The growth and prosperity of this business 1s very 
materially due to the conservative management of this mae tn sa ee Mr. 
Walker is assisted “eto athi ech Fiat be ett in bun ie | this 
corporation with members of three generations. Col. Kluge a a onset favorite, 
and, as the ladies express it, is the scintillant of ail 


that is good and lovely. 

The Spray Cotton Mill is operated day and nigl ht to fill its pressing orders 
and is well managed by Mr. J. S. Patterson, the tireless toller, and his two 
estimable superintendents Messrs. McRea and Neal. 

Mr. Jas. S. McAlister is Secretary and treasurer of the newly built and 
furnished Nantucket Mill. Though young in years, both mill and master leave 
little to be desired either in ability or activity. 
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At the Leaksville Woolen Mill, presided over by Messrs. H. P. Foard and 
John Morehead, most efficient officers one finds many varieties of fine worsteds 
and carpets, not to mention the daintily colored and exquisitely woven downy 
blankets that every housekeeper so fully appreciates. 

Just here I would like to append a short list of honorable assistants, 
meritorious of mention: Superintendents James Lord, M. J. Tyler and John 
Burns; also Messrs. E. H. Maley, Lindsay Rose and Campbell Wall. 

The Spray Mercantile Company has recently erected and moved into a 
magnificent two-story brick building, 100x50 feet, which is a handsome and up- 
to-date department store, plate glass front, water works, steam heat and a 
complete and assorted stock of goods, and modern equipment throughout. A 
good millinery and dress making department is also under the same roof. The 
store has been, for twenty years, under the auspicious management of a popular 
member of the firm, Mr. R. P. Ray, a gentleman of innate courtesy and 
unswerving energy, thus completely proving himself worthy of his charge. He is 
ably aided by an attentive corps of clerks, male and female. 

An elegant set of offices with ample conveniences and appliances, 
occupied by the respective companies, adorns the opposite side of the street from 
the store. 

Through the generosity of this philanthropic people, a ten months school is 
run for the gratuitous benefit of the children, under the tutorship of Prof. W. P. 
White, a teacher of much aptitude and experience. 

The operatives are a light-hearted, well-fed and well-dressed class. Their 
homes are generally comfortably — even sweetly fitted up, while gardens, cows 
and pigs ad libitum add much to the sufficiency of the support accruing from 
good services in the various mills.” 


Reidsville Review 1-15-1901 

“The Leaksville Gazette says the hustling little city of Spray has 
commenced the new century by putting in motion every wheel in every factory. 
With the finishing mill which has just been completed, five cotton mills are now 
in operation and the old Woolen mill is still turning out a larger variety of fabrics 
than any other mill of the kind of the South. The modernly equipped new hotel 
that also just been thrown open to the public, under the management of Mrs. Etta 


Griggs.” 


Reidsville Review 8-13-1901 

“B. Frank Mebane, J. S. McAllister, W. R. Walker and A. E. Millner have 
incorporated the Rockingham Company, with capital stock of $100,000 and 
privilege of increasing to $400,000, for dealing in lands, mineral rights, water 
rights, providing power, etc.” 


224 


Charlotte Observer 9-14-1901 page 5 

“Reidsville, Sept 13 — The work of changing the gauge of the Danville & 
Western Railroad (which now traverses a portion of this county) from the present 
narrow to the standard gauge is being pursed with all possible speed and will be 
completed early next year. The Southern Railway Company, which owns the 
Danville & Western, . . . In connection with the broadening of the gauge other 
expensive improvements are contemplated. The road is to be equipped with 
modern engines and cars, new and more commodious depot buildings are 
projected and facilities for handling the increased passenger and freight traffic of 
the road will be made.” 


Reidsville Review 9-5-1902 page 3 

The Morehead Cotton Mills Company, of Spray, has been incorporated 
with $135,000 capital. B. Frank Mebane, W. R. Walker and S. H. Marshall are 
the incorporators. The purpose is to engage in cotton manufacturing. 


Reidsville Review 11-4-1902 page 3 
“The Morehead Cotton Mills is now in process of construction at Spray. 
The proposed equipment is from 3,000 to 6,000 spindles.” 


- Reidsville Review 12-9-1902 

“A new cotton mill, 100x500 feet, is to be built at Spray on the land of the 
Spray Water Power & Land Company. The incorporators have not been made 
public yet, and rumor connects several prominent cotton mill men of Winston, 
Charlotte, Haw River, Greensboro and Spray with the enterprise, also the Water 
Power & Land Company itself. 

The Spray Woolen Mills Co. has been incorporated. It 1s to manufacture 
into articles of trade and commerce cotton, wool, jute, hemp, silk, grass and other 
fibers to purchase and operate factories, water rights, deal in merchandise of all 
description as well as to hold lease, purchase mortgage and other wise deal in 
real estate. The capital stock is $105,000 with privilege to increase to $500,000. 
The incorporators are B. Frank Mebane, W. R. Walker, of Spray; D. F. King and 
A. E. Millner, of Leaksville.” 


Reidsville Review 5-15-1903 

“The mammoth cotton mill plant to be erected by Mr. B. Frank Mebane 
and a strong German syndicate will be built at a point three or four miles from 
Spray. A gentleman who was interested in making some of the real estate 
transfers says that the company has purchased, along with the 4,000 acres of 
land, a splendid water power, which will be utilized. The same gentleman says it 
is a fact that the mill will be built.” 
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Charlotte Observer 6-6-1903 page 6 

“The following is from a recent issue of a Chicago paper. 

Expert engineers from Omaha, Kansas City and other Western cities are 
applying for licenses from the board of examining engineers on the fifth floor of 
the city hall. The applicants have been given questions to answer, and they have 
passed the usual test with lightning rapidity. Chief Engineer Morehead, of the 
Peoples’ Gas Light and Coke Company, passed the examination and was given a 
license to operate engines in Chicago. Mr. Morehead is getting a big salary 
supervising the work of other engineers, but it is said he has taken out a license 
so that he may work in an emergency resulting from strikes. 

The young gentleman here referred to is Mr. John Motley Morehead, son 
of the late Major J. Turner Morehead and grandson of the great Governor. He 
has been living in Chicago for the past six years and is making there for himself, 
his name and the State of his nativity a most creditable record.” 


Reidsville Review 6-23-1903 page 3 

“A phone message from Spray says during the storm Friday night lightning 
struck the large and handsome residence of Mr. Hiram P. Foard, setting it on fire 
and burning it to the ground. Nearly all of the furniture in the lower rooms was 
saved, but badly damaged in getting it out. The fire was discovered by Mr. W. E. 
Fearrington a few moments after it caught, and it was some time before he could 
arouse the citizens in this vicinity, it being about twelve o’clock. Mr. Foard 
knew nothing of the fire until aroused by Mr. Fearrington. The loss will be about 
$6,500 insurance. Another fire occurred in the suburbs of Spray late Friday 
afternoon, caused by a boy trying to kindle a fire in a stove and pouring on coal 
oil. This was a five room house occupied by a Mr. Briggs, and was entirely 
consumed, with its contents. Mr. Biggs had $350 which he saved up and put 
away in a trunk, which was also burned.” 


State 4-21-1908 page | 

“Danville, Va., April 20 — Maj J. Turner Morehead, a pioneer cotton and 
woolen mill and raiiroad magnate of North Carolina, died today after an illness of 
several weeks in New York, where he recently made his home. He was 68 years 
of age and a Confederate veteran. He was the founder of the cotton and woolen 
industries at Leaksville and Spray, N. C., and instrumental in organizing the 
Danville & Western Railway. Maj. Morehead leaves a wife and four children.” 


Charlotte Observer 4-21-1908 

“Maj. J. Turner Morehead, a distinguished son of North Carolina, died last 
night at his home in New York, after a lingering illness, in the 65" year of his 
age. The funeral will take place tomorrow at Spray, the former home of the 
deceased. 

Major Morehead was the last surviving child of the late Gov. J. M. 
Morehead, his oldest sister, Mrs. L. H. Walker, having died at her home in Spray 


- 36- 


early in January. He was born at “Blandwood,” the ancestral home of the 
Moreheads in Greensboro, in 1840, and graduated from the University of North 
Carolina with first distinction in 1861. He left the University to join the 
Confederate Army and was adjutant to his brother-in-law, Col. Peter Evans. He 
was desperately wounded at the cavalry fight at Brandy [sic] [Bristoe] Station in 
1863, a minnie ball passing through his mouth and knocking several teeth 
through the back of his neck. The wound disabled him from further service in 
the war. 

Soon after the close of the war, Major Morehead assumed the management 
of the Leaksville Cotton Mills, owned by his father, and devoted the greater part 
of his life in manufacturing. After the death of his father, he was part owner of 
the Leaksville Mills with the late Col. John L. Morehead, of Charlotte. 

Major Morehead was elected to the State Senate from the district of which 
Rockingham County was a part in 1870 and again in 1872. He was a member of 
the constitutional convention of 1875, and at all times manifested a lively interest 
in the political life of the State. For a number of years he was a member of the 
North Carolina geological survey. 

He was a member of the syndicate known as the North Carolina 
Construction Company, which built the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railroad, 
and together with other men of means, lost his fortune in the enterprise. 
Undaunted by the reverse that came to him through his efforts to advance the 
material interests of his State, Major Morehead faced the world with undaunted 
courage and the enthusiasm of youth and during his declining years created a 
competence. 

Twelve or 14 years ago Major Morehead, who had become extensively 
interested in acetylene gas, took up his abode in New York, although he 
continued to claim Rockingham County as his home. 

In 1864 Major Morehead was married to Miss Lillie Connelly, a nice of 
Mr. Nicholas L. Williams, of Yadkin County. In addition to his widow, Major 
Morehead is survived by a son, John Motley Morehead of Chicago, and three 
daughters — Mrs. William T. Harris, of Danville, Va., Mrs. B. Frank Mebane, of 
Spray, and Mrs. Robert Parrish, of Covington, Va. The deceased was a double 
first cousin of Col. James T. and Maj Joseph M. Morehead of this city.” 


Charlotte Observer 11-20-1917 

“Mrs. James Turner Morehead of Leaksville-Spray, died yesterday 
morning at the Greenbriar, White Sulphur Springs, West Virginia. The funeral 
and interment will take place in Spray this morning. The deceased had been 
visiting her daughter, Mrs. Parrish, Covington, Va. Not being well, Mrs. 
Morehead, accompanied by Mrs. Parish, went to Greenbriar. 

Mrs. Morehead was the widow of James Turner Morehead, son of the late 
Governor Morehead, of North Carolina, and brother of the late John Lindsay 
Morehead, of Charlotte. Most of her life was spent in Leaksville. The latter 

years of her life were spent in Spray with her daughter, Mrs. B. Frank Mebane. 


me ye 


Surviving the deceased are three daughters Mrs. Mebane, Mre W. K. 
Harris, of Danville, Va., and Mrs. Parrish, of Danville, Va., and one son John 
Motley Morehead of New York City.” 


Charlotte Observer 6-23-1920 

“For the manufacture of woolen blankets and slasher cloth, the Homestead 
branch of the Leaksville Woolen Mills, of Spray opened yesterday morning at 
- Homestead, five miles west of this city. 

The buildings of the concern have been under construction for some time 
and the work was commenced yesterday after a thorough test of the water power 
and other facilities had been made. 

There are 25 operator’s houses on the grounds, having from three to five 
rooms and all modern improvements. J.H. Taliaferro, of this city is president of 
the concern; John L. Morehead 1s vice president and J. D. Taylor of Spray is 
secretary and treasurer. 

The first pair of blankets to be turned out by the plant were sold at auction 
during the Y.M.C.A. campaign in April to W. T. Wilkinson of this city. 
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Discovery of the Commercial Processes for Making Calcium Carbide 

and Acetylene 

by the American Chemical Society 

| “Thomas Leopold Willson (1860-1915), discoverer of these processes, was 
born in Princeton, Ontario, the grandson of John Willson, speaker of the United 

Canadian Assembly. He attended Hamilton Collegiate Institute; but after his 

father died, he withdrew from school to develop an arc-lighting system. 

In December 1890, the Willson Aluminum Company was formed to 
exploit Willson's patents. In 1891, Willson moved to Spray to build a small 300- 
horsepower plant along the Smith River on land owned by one of the company's 
financial backers, James Turner Morehead (1840-1908). 

On May 2, 1892, he made a mixture of lime (calcium oxide) and coal tar 
(carbon) was subjected to the heat of the arc. When the furnace was tapped and 
the resulting product thrown into water, it produced a flammable gas thought to 
be hydrogen, as was expected from calcium. However, unlike clean-burning 
hydrogen, this gas burned with a sooty flame, for which there was no ready 
explanation. Willson then retained Francis P. Venable (1856-1954), of the 
University of North Carolina, as a consultant. During the summer and fall of 
1892, Venable proved that the furnace product was calcium carbide and that the 
gas as it evolved with water was acetylene. 

Willson made the first sale of calcium carbide, | ton, to Eimer and Amend, 
a New York chemical and apparatus supply house, on January 29, 1894. Fortune 
- smiled again when, in August 1894, they sold their patents for the use of carbide 
and acetylene in lighting to a new firm, the Electrogas Company, but retained the 
rights for chemical manufacturing. Electrogas Company, in turn, began to sell 
carbide manufacturing rights worldwide. 

By borrowing more money, Morehead was able, in August 1894, to 
complete at Spray the first commercial calcium carbide plant. Its 8-foot high, 
double-sided furnace was capable of continuous operation. While a charge of 
lime and tar was being processed on one side, a completed run of carbide could 


-_ be cooling on the other. The furnace produced | ton of carbide every 24 hours, 


which yielded 4.8 cubic feet of gas per pound, 80% of the theoretical. As 
publicity about acetylene's possibilities soared, so did the demand for carbide. On 
May 1, 1895, the plant began to operate around the clock. The months that 
followed were giddy with success, but then disaster struck; the Willson plant was 
destroyed by fire on March 29, 1896. 

Morehead built a much larger plant on the James River near Lynchburg, 
Virginia. Almost simultaneously, he opened a plant at Kanawha Falls, West 
Virginia, to make ferro-alloys, processes that had been developed at Spray by 
Willson and Guillaume de Chalmot (1870-1899), the plant superintendent. 
Eventually, Morehead sold his holdings to the Union Carbide Company, which 
had been formed in 1898 to consolidate the interests of the Electrogas Company. 
He paid off his debts and, at his death, left an estate of $200,000. 


yeep 


John Motley Morehead’s son James Turner Morehead was a chemist, engineer, 
inventor and author of scientific works. In 1894, Morehead's father and Willson 
formed Electro-Gas Company to further develop the calcium carbide product. 
In 1897 J.M. Morehead III became associated with American Calcium Carbide 
interest to build plants for the calcium carbide gas producing process. In 1898, 
the Peoples Gas Light and Coke Company of Chicago took over Electro-Gas and 
those firms worked with American Calcium Carbide Interests. Union Carbide 
Company was created at the turn of the century (Virginia 1898 and Chicago 
1900. In November 1917, the the firms consolidated to create Union Carbide & 
Carbon Company, which reflected the multi-companies and their products. In 
1957, the named was changed to Union Carbide Corporation. 

He served as mayor of Rye, New York, for three terms between 1925-1930, 
when he was appointed by President Herbert Hoover as envoy and minister to 
Sweden, serving from 1930 to 1933. In 1926, he was awarded an honorary 
doctorate from the University of North Carolina. In 1931, he received the gold 
medal from the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, the only foreigner at the 
time to receive this award. 
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Page 1 
Huntsville Township 


Names Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 


for School purposes 


Angel, C. D. 9.52 
Angel, J. W. 3.88 
" JEG: .60 
:: C.R. 1.30 
4 Rufus A2 
” J. W. 54 
ek Roe 25 
- Alea be 41 
John 05 
“ J. M. 01 
Alley, R. S. 
gee N28; 41 
Albert, L. J. 
. Julia 30 
. S. J. 


2A1- 


School Taxes 


7293 


3.23 


1.20 
2.49 
1.76 
1.85 
1.60 
1.74 
1.44 
1.41 


1.40 
1.74 


1.40 
25 
1.40 


Total 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


Busick, D. W. 5°85 4.88 


Baker, R. W. 17 1.54 
3 T. W. 23 1.59 
r A.A 1.36 2.53 
S.A. .16 1.54 
Barham, A. G. 12 .10 
Bullock, G. M. 33 1.68 
Boon, G. C. 1.81 eS 1 
Burton, James 1.40 
Bennett, Allen 1.40 
Page 2 
Huntsville Township 
Names Total State, General and School Taxes County Taxes 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax Total General County Tax 


for School purposes 


Colby, J. A. 30 25 30 
Carter, Wm. 2.80 2.33 2.80 
“Trustee for M.A. Bailey 10 .08 10 
¥ J.D. 19 1.56 49 
4 G. W. 30 1.65 .60 
H Harrison 12 10 12 
Calhoun, A. M. C. .03 1.43 33 
a Wm. 51 42 al 
Caruthers, J. F. 35 1.69 .65 
ig EOS: 24 .20 .24 

if John 232 1.93 2.32 


es d=£.(crossed out) “ xx 
SAIe 


Crawford, Lawson 


S Peter 

- Esau 

¢ J.R. 
Cain, J. C. 


Cook, James 
Cummings, M. P. 
Cofer, Doctor 
Coon, T. S. 
Carter, A. C. 
Collins, Henry 
Carter, Morris 
Caruthers, J. E. 
Dalton, W. F. 
“Thornton 
“Bedford 


“Stewart 
Dave 


ad 


Durham, John 


“ Wm. 
“John Sr. 
Davis, S. M. 


Dilworth, John 


03 
03 
1.18 
02 
.08 


1.22 


soe 


28 


34 


Hey, 
22 


vad 


ankey Ss 


1.40 
1.42 
.02 
.96 
1.42 
1.46 
1.02 
1.40 
1.40 
1.60 
1.63 
1.40 
1.69 
2.93 
18 
1.40 
1.40 
1.40 
1.40 
1.40 
1.40 
ale 


1.40 


.30 
35 
.03 
1.18 
32 
38 
1.22 
.30 
.30 
Aye: 
98 
.30 
.64 
3.02 
22 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.30 
.30 
21 


.30 
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Huntsville Township 

Names Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 ’ cents property tax Total 
for School purposes 


School Taxes County Taxes 


General County Tax 


47 


Everett, J. L. 17 155 
Flinn, Mary .60 .50 .60 
ware 2:S: 15 1.53 45 
“ —R.M. .05 1.44 55 
“Elihu 1.70 1.42 1.70 
Fulp, Wm. 11 1.49 41 
eA m2 1.50 42 
etre Paty 1.88 2.96 2.18 
Furgerson, J. H. 34 1.68 .64 
Gentry, Richard 3.93 3.28 3.93 
¥ J. W. 1.61 2.74 E21 
‘4 W.B. 37 1.71 .67 
< George .03 1.42 33 
Gant, H.L. 1.64 2.76 1.94 
eRe 37 31 37 
; “ Gdn. .90 “75 .90 
ia J. M. 1.26 1.05 1.26 
Gunn and Richmond, Gdn 2.85 2.38 2.85 
Goolsby, John .26 1.62 56 
i S.A. 61 1.91 91 
Gourley, W. A. .56 1.87 .86 
Garrett, W. S. 1.60 1.33 1.60 
, J. W. and Bro. 2.06 1.72 2.06 
7 Jas. W. .02 1.42 32 
Gentry, R. J. 1.39 2.56 1.69 
d S.A. 1.40 .30 
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Page 4 


Huntsville Township 
Names 


Hand, D. M. 
mee’ CcA. 


“é Mt lt 


“ —_ P. A. and Thos. 


aa 


Thomas 
Hilton, J. M. 
Hairston, Burrel 
Henderson, R. B. 
Harbor, Wm. 


Joyce, W.L. & J. P. 


f Thos. 
¢ J.R. 
Jones, Giles 
Knight, T. B. 
Kellam, E. L. 
~ “John 
Knight, J. M. 
i Joseph 
% W.M. 
in F. M. 


5 Wilk 

4 Wm. 
Knott, Alexander 

oe - Jas. 


Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 
for School purposes 


54 
.67 


1.14 


2 


03 


27, 


.03 


3.80 


.98 


07 


.08 


32 


15 


33 


3.37 


2.20 


“ “ Collector of estate of L.W. Joiner 


.60 
.02 
1.20 


40 
CAG. 


School Taxes 


Total 


1.85 
1.96 


2.35 
1.40 


1.83 


1.43 


1.06 


1.43 


4.56 


82 


1.46 


O07 


4.17 


1.40 
12 


1.67 
1.40 
4.21 


3.23 


90 
1.42 
1.00 
1.40 

33 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


84 
97] 


1.44 
.30 


92 


33 


1.27 


23 


4.40 


.98 


po 


.08 


3.62 


.30 
15 


.63 
.30 
3.67 


2.50 


.60 
52 
1.20 
.30 
40 
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Hungsville Township 


Names 


Landreth, James 


“ J. W. 
nl Tee 
va aes 
fi L. D. 


Lemmons, Amy O. 


és W. P. 
A S. H. 
i M. L. 
% J.R. 
“ Pi: 
Lindsay, W. R. 


Lowe, Prince 


Lemmons, James F. 


i PD: 
i. Fes 
Linebury, J. A. 


Lindsay, Bob 
Linville, W. F. 


Lasley, J.C. 
“Eliza A. 


Louten, J. J. 
Moore, J. Wright 
i Mary J. 


McKillip, S. J. 


Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 


for School purposes 


.03 
.06 
aL3 
.06 
1.48 


33 


02 


.09 


.66 


6.15 


1.20 


.04 


04 


2.20 


.20 
1.86 


14 
11.69 
.04 


05 


ZAG = 


School Taxes 


Total 


1.42 
1.45 
135d 
1.45 
28 


.28 
1.42 
1.48 
1.40 
1.40 

95 
5.13 
1.40 
1.40 
1.00 
1.40 
1.43 

04 
1.83 


sy 
1255 


a9 8? 
9.74 
.03 


1.43 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


34 
36 
43 
36 
1.48 


aohe! 
oe 
mete, 
.30 
.30 
.66 
Gate 
.30 
.30 
1.20 
.30 
34 
.04 
2.20 


50 
1.86 


14 
11.69 
.04 


35 


Marshall, James 
Martin, J. R. 


Meadows, J. D. & Son 
c daeSe 


Morris, D. T. 
Martin, W. D. 
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Huntsville Township 
Names 


Neal, A. F. 


Newnam, S. W. 


Nelson, R. C. 
Neal, Wm. 
i, LB. 
foe aH 
Md Mary 
Nelson, N. A. 
aur +H. 
“Dodson 
. GW. 
eMC: 


Newnam, W. F. 


Oliver, Jas. L. 
mm OWS: 
“George 


.03 


2.06 


2.29 
05 


.67 


Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 


for School purposes 


3.12 


13 


.60 


8.62 


1.24 


38 
52 


25 
Bul 
.67 
.08 
1.20 


1.65 


sida 


BA]. 


1.43 


1.72 


1.90 
1.44 


1.40 


96 


School Taxes 


Total 


4.00 


1.51 


50 


79 


2.43 
1.72 
A3 


1.40 
vas 
1.88 
56 
1.47 
1.00 


2.78 
1.40 
09 


33 


2.06 


229 
ee) 


.30 


.67 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


3.42 


A3 


.60 


8.62 


1.54 
.68 
oo 2. 


.30 
25 
87 
.67 
0 
1.20 


1.95 
.30 
el 


Payne, J. Robert 


“Thos. 

“  W.A.& W. F. 

UWA, 
Parish, H. W. 

“— Isikiah 
Pegram W. C. 

“Elisha M. 

“  W.A. 

“Robert 

fie et Gost B 
Powers, B. F. 

o) Wa: 

“James 
Page 7 
Huntsville Township 
Names 
Powers, S. H. 

“_B. Franklin 

eed AWA 
Price, P. D. 

Hf SARA CY 

“ “eu . Gdn. 

ad Sed se 

“4 GH 

“Henry 

“Lgl bas 

“Thos. W. 


24 
J23 
89 
1.37 


.O7 
03 


8/ 


.30 
18 


46 
.10 


Total State, General and 


Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 


for School purposes 


OL 


8.10 


J2 
.65 
2.23 


31 
.20 


- 48 - 


1.60 
6.28 


2.54 


1.46 


1.55 
1.40 
1.40 


38 
.08 
1.40 


School Taxes 


Total 


1.40 
1.40 
1.41 


6.75 


.60 

54 
3.26 
1.40 
1.40 
1.66 
sy! 


54 
7.53 


1.67 


ey; 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


.30 
.30 
4 


8.10 


Powel, J. W. and Bro. 


Plummer, W. W. 
Purdew, J. M. 

q A. J. 

" Jane 
Purcell, J. C. 
Pegram, Martha 
Pratt and Jones 


Pool, Robert 


Reynolds, J. T. Sen. 


‘ ue 
o T.G. 
is 1g ae 


Roberts, Jas. Wm. 


"4 Martha 

i James 

“i Susan 

A. G. 

§ ime 

x R. L. 
et ROM! 

“Alfred 
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Huntsville Township 
Names 


Robertson, Jack 
me Archer 
4 TH. 
7 Spencer 


2.00 


.26 


a9 


05 


.30 


14 


05 


1.40 


4.24 
1.31 
01 
15 


.10 


2.56 
.36 


1.05 


Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 
for School purposes 


2.52 
13 


- 49 - 


4.47 


1.62 


1.56 
1.44 
125 


1.51 


.04 


di Oe, 


1.40 


3.53 
2.49 
1.41 
fies Pa 


1.48 
1.40 
2.13 

sel 
1.40 
1.40 
1.40 

87 
1.40 


School Taxes 


Total 


1.40 
2.10 

61 
1.40 


2.60 
56 


A9 
5 
.30 


AA 
05 
1.40 
.30 


4.24 
1.61 
31 
A5 


40 
.30 
2.56 
.36 
.30 
.30 
.30 
1.05 
.30 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


.30 
2.52 
73 
.30 


Rumley, Nancy J. 
Re Ea ae 


Robertson, T. J. (Decd) 


Satterfield, Charles 
> Raleigh 


Sheron, James 
Self, A. L. 


Southern, W. P. 


dt a at 


dd at af 


ISH. 
bs R.A. 
Nannie J. 


Ml dt Mt 


Southard, Rachel 
¢ Elizabeth 
a Wm. P. 
i Wm. 


Strader, H. H. 


Sneed, G. W. 
“Elihu 

Joseph 

wd db 

“Elizabeth 

Levi J. 


Shreaves, James 
LOSSYOHE 


Smith, W. D. 
Son RLS 


fale, 
iis) 


A0 


.03 
17 


1.03 


A3 


4.34 


88 


13 
81 


22 
ty 


.24 


28 
18 
.30 
34 


1.12 
48 


.14 
foo 


17 


-50- 


35 
nz 


33 


1.42 
1.54 


.86 


.36 


3.62 


13 
sy 
.68 


18 
.10 
1.40 
.20 


1.63 


1.55 
1205 
spe) 
1.40 
93 
1.80 


ieY 
172 


14 
1.40 


39 
15 


40 


33 
A7 


1.03 


A3 


4.34 


.88 
A3 
81 


.22 
12 
.30 
24 


58 


A8 
.60 
34 
.30 
a Mea 
18 


44 
.69 


17 
.30 
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Huntsville Township 


Names 


Smith, Rufus H. 


Simpson, P. H.Gdnof J.Troder 


va Fy 
i Martha C. 
A ot bY) 


Searcy, Mrs. E. L. 
af Mary 


Sheron, E. L. 


Taylor, John 
“John 


Thomas, Jas. R. 


“James 
“Martin 
“Thomas 
Sol 
Troxler, Frances 
“Barney 
“Louisa 
Tucker, R. C. 
Geman cE. 
aS 3M. 
ae UG: 
“Mary 
B >aow. 


Thomas, Phoebe 


Truett, Thos. sr. 
sea: C. 


Total State, General and 


Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 


for School purposes 


.60 
2.00 
25 
1.55 
Al 


.30 
18 


09 


22 


lias 
.30 


Bs, 


94 


.63 


.66 


15 


.30 


oy, 
81 


aye 


School Taxes 


Total 


90 


1.67 
1.61 
1.29 

34 


.25 
BLD 


.08 


19 
1.40 


1.40 
1.40 
2.34 
.25 
1.40 
.64 
1.40 
18 


1.40 
1.92 
19S 
1.40 

A8 
1.40 


.25 


IAIN 
.67 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


.60 


2.00 
iss) 
1.55 
Al 


.30 
.18 


.09 


(22 
.30 


.30 
.30 
1.43 
.30 
.30 
A 
.30 
94 


-.30 
93 
.96 
.30 
ey 
.30 


.30 


Lani? 
81 


Tickel, David 

= PART: 
“— David Jr. 
ae .02 

Tucker, L. A. 

“ — W.A. .03 
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Huntsville Township 

Names 

Turner, J. P. 58 
oo VAL 1.09 
RUA GRAY. 54 
oat bab 
sh BS 30 
ethan bea lal 
he ORG 81 

Truett, Harrison eDi/ 
“Thomas S. 

Vaughn, J. M. 4.48 
“ “ “ 35Com. Of Estate of P. Black Decd 65 
TaMEABE .16 
See .08 
ee AY .04 
( AERBS 1.77 
eae 1.37 

Walker, H. T. 50 
pine tad Ea 
St oe oe 09 
eA: “15 
sein PS GuW. 1.42 
“ - Judith .09 


Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 


for School purposes 


wisi 


1.40 
1.40 
1.40 
1.42 


1.40 
1.42 


School Taxes 


Total 


A8 


oh 
1.85 
1.40 
1.65 
1.49 
2.08 


22 
1.40 


3.73 

54 
1:53 
1.46 
1.43 
1.47 
1.14 


1.82 
1.40 
07 
1.53 
1.18 
07 


.30 
.30 
.30 
32 


30 
35 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


98 


1.90 
84 
.30 
.60 
41 

1.11 


27 
.30 


4.48 
.65 
46 
38 
34 

1.77 

1637 


.80 
.30 
09 
45 
1.42 
09 


co: 


Welch, Docal 
ree P: 
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Huntsville Township 


.08 


#9 
13 


Names Total State, General and 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax 
for School purposes 

Wall, R. P. 1.04 

“Turner Jie! 
“Dave 02 
“Henry .03 
“Anderson 
Webster, J. W. Sr. AS 
7 A. H. 2.00 
A Martha E. 58 
i “— “ tforheirs) 41.34 
" John B. .65 
. J.W. wl 
‘ W.A. 40 
, Ree: .96 
White, J. J. is 
“ J.W. 5.46 
“ J.M. 1.36 
are cet Fo 94 
_ Withers, Sela 32 
“Margaret .03 
“Warren 
Wilson, T. W. .04 
“Fenner 51 
pee), F: 
See WT. .65 
poe. WV. 


90 
| -53- 


1.47 


.66 
ike 


School Taxes 


Total 


.38 


19 
A3 


County Taxes 


General County Tax 


1.04 
Hues 
32 
.03 
.30 


A5 
2.30 


Williams, J. F. Pez. 2.37 1.42 


i APA .63 1.93 .93 
“Susan .10 .08 .10 
Wray, Andrew 12 .10 ily 
White, Henry C. 1.40 30 
Warren, R. Y. .03 1.42 33 
Walker, G. W. 21 1.58 Asyil 
Ware, J.T. 58 1.89 .88 
Page 12 
Huntsville Township 
Names Total State, General and School Taxes County Taxes 
Special Taxes, not including 
the 12 % cents property tax Total General County Tax 


for School purposes 


Young, D. W. .O9 .O7 .09 
NaS 1.40 30 
mune 50 42 .50 
“Fannie 37 31 37 
“Nellie 24 .20 24 

York, H. H. 135 .29 35 
“Wm. 01 Vat 31 

Delinquents 

Thomas, J. R. 

“Jas. W. 
Sah: 


Barham, John 
“Ruffin 


Southard, Pinkney 


Sheron, Jasper 
SGA 


baie diay ay a 
met J eartnach sk 
By, o pain iddeed ow mi } 
| ert des nt Bice: sit Leash Abie (aga) 
| * Ee vay wioreattnntte Wh. ri sey Hab iat cs ea EG 
y) yee A ae Ypieaihie | oe we. eat wine Hale 
a Ps a nef A ie ie Pid ua Hit a a eek 
) Ue AP AON ARUP: AMON BE: wa Ry 
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ROCKINGHAM COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

The Rockingham County Historical Society was organized in 1954 in the 
efforts to preserve a portion of our County’s fading history. Among the benefits of 
membership are the mailings consisting of the quarterly newsletter, which 
contains news items and short articles on local history and genealogy and 
genealogical queries from members; The Journal of Rockingham County History 
and Genealogy, published once a year. The Journal contains in-depth articles on 
local history as well as abstracts of original documents. The Society is now 
restoring Wright Tavern in Wentworth which serves as our headquarters. Our 
office is on East Main Street (NC 65) across the street from the County 
Courthouse in Wentworth. Our office phone number is (336) 342-5901. We 
encourage you to participate in all of the Society’s numerous activities! 


JOIN TODAY! 
Fill out the personal information below, check type of membership desired below, 
and mail with payment to the address at the bottom of the page. 


Name 
Mailing Address 
City, State, Zip Code 
Date 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION / RENEWAL 


| wish the following class of membership in the Rockingham County Historical 
Society, Inc. All memberships are annual except the Life Membership, which is 
permanent. Student members will not receive the society journal. All annual 
memberships run with the calendar year, January - December. 


Please complete the personal information on the reverse side and check type of 
membership desired: 


Elites tudentcaavae $ 2.00 lel Sponsors eee $ 40.00 
[J Individual ........... $20.00 lel Dononessesee $ 75.00 
Sy Family ee $25.00 [ale Patrons nee $150.00 
[J] Contributing ....... $30.00 PPV ife cess aout $500.00 


| am enclosing a contribution to Wright Tavern Restoration in memory 
of 


All contributions over $15.00 (Journal subscription cost) are tax deductible. 
Rockingham County Historical Society, inc. 


PO Box 84 
Wentworth, NC 27375-0084 


ACG 


Board of Directors 


Rockingham County Historical Society, Inc. 


2008 — 2009 

NIE oe Fle) sd cosa n ccaceate nave dubieeutloeserotignae Dennis Walters, Reidsville, NC 
NM oe cra dese ciduacdedesesacuvqdenosdesueusinesavoccete Don Hoover, High Point, NC 
ETE SEC TOUAL Yo. soo clcavicoeleevsercevscecevedersstuavieees James Dobyns, Reidsville, NC 
NEM MEAL on ccc cic cnsssasvevnce eesdentoacshnesedpeporvapenasite Kitty Williams, Madison NC 
S222 osc cenkovcndeesconttvnrengendvassivyadeelert Richard Seybert, Greensboro, NC 
PN oo cic csv ncev vides ce Uacessacvodorsores: Charles D. Rodenbough, Greensboro, NC 
NEES ooo hoch ass sneqstedncecenssroeeemdccckoecandas Marguerite Holt, Reidsville, NC 
PRM EMCO T oe oo ois ciara cnabeaqecwoecevancnecepastasaptopercnnsrotee Bob Carter, Reidsville, NC 
NEN cb a oo dengan vtec tuanerde py cevabebacaccondovebs Milton Hundley, Eden, NC 
Ree EOI eo oo)... o. sevcccarscdcevesdeseptetevseetisececeees Ward Triche, Walnut Cove, NC 
oon. e anc ec noe dacpecncnceicstcadvareececoderovisesrersee Lucy Berry, Ruffin, NC 
5.5 nncsec vse esenbcee nncsterenenaetspemscersvoe Von Neal, Reidsville, NC 
oa renee Ira Tilley, Reidsville, NC 
6 oy soso ccesteesaceoeenossurecccsensrbetecevesenvens Susan Irving, Madison, NC 
NNR ee 280. book onde ooh slacevannai iuaenevocearseunmnecewscsnts Alex Smith, Reidsville, NC 
RC a NE an Sc oa bac dus ons ees kd Vo diosinobunseaeceheess Iris Powell, Wentworth, NC 


Visit our website at: www.rockinghamcountyhistory.com 


Rockingham County Historical Society, Inc. Presorted 
PO Box 84 Standard 


Wentworth, NC 27375 * panes 


Wentworth, NC 
Permit No. 2 


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


= 

| ae 
Rockingham Community College & 
P.O. Box 38 LRC LO 
Wentworth, NC 27375 = 
oD 


(2/12/11 44181 


ee Cae 


| mae 


e i - { vALsi, a 
» 1) Ne wie nue ty Ba I i Pi 
‘ = 4 Vae raaae 4 " os ri t ' 
f x 4, ve 
7 i ’ aH 
. t wed A r i 
4 
ae its | ay Ae ad ee 
l , ‘una J i 
j tay! yt ee ie 
| { 1 i a" yaar He ae 
J “~ be , aly 
+ A 
. : We r a eh ihe i im ( way 
; on) ie ue , 0 \ Wan | ; 
. :* A i o-., by : ad 
1! dg i ini fg h 


a, Fl 7 4 ? “2 me f Ty Pref m , 
Uhre eat a AB i ia uae 


maT et j ' A 7 uf en j tre Hh, : 
ay ‘ad he Terr et pee “i bx fi 


i ve 


ACR 09-3/F 


WO me me tn me 


SS eS iy ee aie me eS 


=e, eee 


OF ine Be ee a4 


on eel ew ee, 


Tm Se re me eien ee 


ie ma we we 


ST eRe pre os ee ee ewe cow were 


at eee 


LN ee ee om me 
1 Oe ect eh me Ye Aen ime A we Tenge toe 


Fra ees see, 


{ow 6 29) ee ee 


oS Ne eee 


Sy Pm me ar tanta) noe WN om inom 


a es 
A eee Oe eel ss ee oe st tay 


ee 


ie ae 


Smee SOR ree we ee oe 


i as Sa nee, 


SA ee me ne 
FOR et me 
PTB ah ee ees ae 


Syiarrea, 


PERT ee eee ne oe 


Si RO Ae SO ee ew 


Oe ae Re Se ye anes, 


Me eee 
Sl eR ee ee mI sw, 


eat emit 


Sn A ee ote tm oo 
8 ee eee 


FWP apm tote 
SR eles Ooms we 
wien ela amie cles 

Pei Nm mee 


tem ee 


Ae ee tee 
ee we eRe 


WE YR Sm om Seat wie, 
Ae Mmm ee en tay aoe oi 2 


SO fore Ser tw il sat a 
a, eS pines 

es Se nl sins tiene icoNeuima-al thetic, ohare ee PINS we ial a 

st hlaetlened.at Sa BERKS neeaaeecae rk eer Pee we eimai! 

$s eet ee carts cee nee oe ehh oe Se ret ee i 

LSS ena ay 


ee ee ae 


SA ee oe ne 


Sis 
Bi Re Smt eed oy cee oe 


FO ee se ew 
me mw 


OUTS meee 


USE = A amet esa Net siroasesi gs ggeoisnarmer 
Se SS ETN Ee wt eet meat ane eo a eh tas parts 
Lee tes PU ee ee eee ee 


SR Te te Se, ee, 
EP RN a RR 8 me ced Se al rome 


SO ON ae a as 


ichaleaeltintied eetiteen 
PN cae a oy 


tem ie ae, 
Ye oT nr A eer meres ng ew 


SEAN BOWIE ual me niegMatsiO ty sos! UV a inte wit i 
ist Sai serena 


SIN il en oem tering asinine 
em ee 


ie oat en tee 
(RAE RO I OA, My gre we 
SSE oe eR ees age 
Tm csr en, + 


We, ALO W ee lier rene ie, 
(ME Ne 


SPPSIRE Shoe ce ta ira ee Sap 


SIN Be ee ene Sr ee mi 
ESN mapanen sem pe sa 


dole ne 


SN NER ea 
PR a ee em eee cera 


sorter inlen,-accenimeigeon ne. 
(Sef een cee lpn 


Be etme marerauionas © 


Kateeron, 


Mim rence ere ys 


a a es 
oe ee 
2 ott, oe Kye ane 


aioe to meee open 
sR rere mw pene wore mainare 
ROWS om mogh meena, oben 

go atcha die ele 


